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PART FIRST. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
OHIO STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY, HELD AT COLUMBUS JUNE, 
$p, 1856, 

Coiumsvs, O., June 3, 1856. 

The Society met in the Odeon Hall, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

The President and Vice Presidents being absent, on motion of Dr. 
A.H. Baker, Dr. E. Gaston was called to the chair, and Dr. 8. B. 
Davis and W. W. Dawson were appointed Secretaries. 

Dr. John Dawson, from the Committee of Arrangements, wel- 
comed the Society in a brief and appropriate address. 

On motion of Dr. Henderson, the reading of the minutes of the 
last session was dispensed with. 

On motion of Dr. J. Dawson, the chair was authorized to fill vacan- 
cies in the Committee on Admissions. The following gentlemen were 
appointed : 

Drs. John Dawson, T. W. Gordon, 8. M. Smith, Rogers, and 8. W. 
McNally. 

On motion of Dr. A. H. Baker, the Committee on Admissions was 
directed to obtain the names of the members present, and report as 
soon as practicable. 

On motion of Dr. T. W. Gordon, the order of business adopted at 
the session of the Society, held in the city of Dayton, was adopted 
for the present session. 

On motion of Dr. W. P. Kinkaid, a committee of five men was ap- 
Pointed to nominate permanent officers for the ensuing year. Com- 
mittee—Drs. A. H. Baker, J. C. Thompson, W. P. Kinkaid, T. W. 
Gordon and M. B. Wright. 

Dr. John Dawson offered. the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That all members who have papers intended to be read 
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before the Society, are directed to present the titles of the same j 
the Secretary as soon as convenient. 

Dr. R. H. Tipton moved that the reporters of the city papers be 
admitted to seats on the platform. Carried. 

The Committee on nominations reported the following: 

For President: Dr. Peter Allen, of Kinsman, Trumbull co 

For Vice Presidents: Drs, R. G. McLean, Lockbourne. 

G. W. Rogers, New Richmond. 
Charles Cochran, Sandusky. 
John Davis, Dayton. 
For Secretaries : Drs. W. W. Dawson, Cincinnati. 
8. B. Davis, Shadeville. 

For Treasurer: Dr. R. J. Patterson, Columbus. 

Librarian: Dr. G. W. Maris, Columbus. 

Standing Committee on Admissions: Drs. J. A. Coons, Dayta, 
J. W. Hamilton, Columbus, T. Webb, Cincinnati, Henderson, Max. 
field, and D. A. Fisher, Reynoldsburg. 

On motion of Dr. R. G. McLean, the report of the committee ws 
laid on the table until the afternoon session. 

The Committee on Admissions reported the following, as suitabk 
persons to become members of this Society, all of whom werew" 
erally elected : 

Drs. E. C. Sharpe, Williamsburg, H. L. Chaney, Groveport). 
Tilden, Sandusky; and J. D. Robinson, Wooster. 

On motion, the Society took a recess until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


Arrzrnoon Szssron, 2 o'clock 


Dr. J. B, tienda moved that the report of the Committeea 
Nominations be taken from the table, and that the Society proceelt 
ballot for officers for the ensuing year. Carried. The reportofi 
committee was accepted, and, upon balloting, the gentlemen thera 
recommended were elected. 

Drs. Baker and Kinkaid were appointed a committee to wail ® 
the President elect, and conduct him to the chair. 

Dr. Allen, on taking the chair, made a few pertinent remui 
Though the frosts of many winters had silvered his hair, timebsl 
not abated his interest in his much-loved profession. He had cm 
to meet his younger brethren and hold council with them, and hoy! 
that our deliberations mav be conducted with harmony, and re 
in mutual good to all. 
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The Committee on Admissions reported the following, who were 
severally elected members of the Society : 

Drs. Thos. Haines, Nicholsville, Drs. T.W.McArthur, Wilmington 
T. Kennedy, do. L. G. Gurien, Hope, 
J. G. Gabriels, Athens, S. H. Farrington, Ashton, 
J. G. Kyle, Xenia, J. C. Hubbard, do. 
J. N. Robbinson, Lockbourne B. 8. Browne, Bellefontaine, 
H.S. Parmester, Erie, R. Gundry, Columbus, 
R. N. Barr, Columbus, T.S. Case, do. 
W.H. Harper, do. E. Sinnet, Granville, 
E. Williams, Cincinnati, 8. D. Turney, Circleville, 
D. F. Forbes, Toledo, J. H. Olds, do. 
J. W. White, Stockport, Jos. Bulin, Grove City, F.C, 
G.W.Henderson, Marysville H. G. Stevenson, Westerville 
James Smith, Groveport, 

On motion of Dr. John Dawson, Dr. E. L. Hill, of Massachusetts, 
was elected an honorary member of the Society. 

Reports of Standing Committees being called for, Dr. T. W. Gor- 
don, of the Committee on Medical Societies, made a partial report. 
The committee was continued, and directed to report at the next 
session. 

Committee on Medical Ethics was, by request, continued. 

Dr. M. B. Wright offered a series of resolutions reflecting upon the 
conduct of certain professional characters, and proceeded at some 
length in their discussion. «He defended his course, in furnishing the 
Committee on Publication with an appendix to the Report on Medi- 
cal Ethics of last year. 

Pending his remarks, the Society took a recess until 8 o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 

Wepnespay, 8 o’clock, A. M. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

Dr. M. B. Wright, being entitled to the floor, proceeded with the 
discussion of his resolutions. In the course of his remarks he charged 
Dr. T. Wood, of Cincinnati, with having been engaged in the making, 
vending and puffing of a secret nostrum. 

Dr. Wood asked that a committee of investigation be appointed on 
the charges made against him by Dr. Wright; which request was 
granted by a vote of the Society. 

Dr. W. H. Mussey offered a series of resolutions, as a substitute 
for Ur. Wright’s resolutions, reprobating the course of Dr. Wright, 
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in furnishing the appendix to the report of the Committee on Medical 
Ethics. 

Dr. Murphy, and others, spoke with much warmth in reprehension 
of Dr. Wright’s course. 

Dr. Tipton moved the indefinite postponement of the whole subject, 
which was carried by a decided vote. 

Dr. W. H. Mussey offered a report, supplementary to the report 
made last year, on a plan to regulate the Practice of Physic in the 
State. This led to a lengthy discussion, in which a number of the 
members took part. 

Accompanying Dr. Mussy’s report, were the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the report of the majority of the committee on the 
plan for the regulation of the Practice of Physic, submitted last year, 
(page 119, published transactions) be adopted. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draft a memorial tp 
the Legislature, embracing these views, and praying that a law bk 
passed in accordance therewith. 

[Signed. | W. H. MUSSEY, 

R. THOMPSON. 


Dr. McNally offered the following as an amendment to the report: 
(see page 119, published proceedings, ) «‘ To decide upon the qual 
fications of all who may in future enter upon the practice of medicin 
or surgery in this State.” Carried. 

On motion of Dr. Henderson, the report as amended was laid m 
the table until the afternoon session. 

Invitation was received from the Superintendents of the Blind, 
Deaf and Dumb and Insane Asylums, for the members of the Society 
to visit said institutions. 

On motion of Dr Kinkaid, the invitations were accepted, and the 
thanks of the Society returned. 

The following papers intended to be read, were presented by till 
to the Secretary : 

Ist. Popliteal Anneuism cured by @ompression, by G. F. 
Mitchell. 

2d. Review of a report of a case of death from Chloroform, by 
R. Thompson. . 

3d. Pumpkin seed as a nucleus of Vesicle Calculus, in the male 
by J. G. F. Holston. 

Dr. John Dawson, on behalf of the profession of Columbus, invited 
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the members of the Society toa banquet, to be given at the Neil 
House this evening at 9 o’clock. Invitation accepted. 
Qn motion, the Society took a recess until 2 o’clock, P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Dr. R. G. McLean in the chair. 

Dr. Kincaid offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That when this Society adjourn, it do so to meet in the 
tity of Sandusky. 

Dr. Mussey’s report being called up, Dr. McNally offered the fol- 
lowing amendment to the second section of the report: ‘And that 
an equal number of the Board of Examiners, in conjunction with the 
faculty, to decide upon the qualifications of the applicants for diplo- 
mas.” Lost. e ; 

Dr. 8. B. Davis moved the previous question, which prevailed. 

The question turning on the resolutions and report of Drs. Mussey 
and Thompson, they were lost. 

Dr. J. B. Thompson, chairman of the committee on Finance, 
reported a resolution assessing one dollar on each member, to defray 
the necessary expenses of this society at its present session. Carried 

The committee on Medical Societies recommended that the Picka- 
way and Green County Medical Societies be admitted as auxiliaries, 
to this Society. Adopted. 

The committee on Surgery reported through its chairman, Dr. 
Hamilton. 

On motion the report was accepted and referred to the committee 
m Publication. (See Appendix.) 

The committee on Practice, by request of its chairman, Dr. 8S. M. 
Smith, was continued. 

Committee on Medical Literature was by request, continued ; Dr. 
Wm. Trevitt, chairman. 

Dr. Gorden, delegate to the Indiana State Medical Society, made a 
report, which was referred to the committee on Publications. (See 
Appendix A.) 

The committee on Opthalmic Surgery, was by request, continued , 
Dr. R. J. Patterson, chairman. 

Committee to Memorialize the Legislature for the establishment 
of Asylums for the adult blind, made a report through Dr. Gordon, 
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which was received and referred to the committee on Publication, 
(See Appendix B.) 

Committee on Obituaries, absent. Dr. R. Thompson was appointed 
chairman. 

Committee on Admissions reported the name of Dr. A. G. Steven. 
son, Westville, who was elected. 

Committee to collate By-laws reported progress, and asked further 
time, which was granted. 

Committee on Uterine Diseases, absent. Drs. R. McMeens, J. D. 
Robinson, W. P. Kinkaid, appointed. 

The resolution offered by Dr. Hackenberg (page 21, published 
proceedings of last year) was taken up, and after some discussion, 
in which a number of the members participated, it was indefinitely 
postponed. 

Dr. Tipton offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to procure five copies of 
the transactions of this Society for each year, and have them bomi 
and deposited with the Librarian. Dr. RH. Tipton appointed said 
committee. 

Dr. Chas. Robertson offered the following resolution, which, « 
motion of Dr. Gordon, was laid on the table until to-morrow mornigg 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the char, 
who are instructed on behalf of the State Medical Society, to ask the 
Legislature, at its next or adjourned session, so to amend the la 
defining the duties of coronor, as to require him when called upot, 
to hold an inquest on the body of any person found dead, or who has 
been supposed to have died by violence or by poison, to summon phys 
cians to make, if, in their opinion necessary, a post mortem examinatia 
of the body, and for which examination, they shall be paid such fees, 
as shall be commensurate with their services, together with the ne 
essary expenses which may result from the necessary analysis @ 
the stomach, &c., &c. 

The report of the committee on a Substitute for Quinine was made 
the order of the day for 8 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Dr. W. H. Mussey offered the following, which was carried : 

Resolved, That this Society hold a special meeting in this ef, 
on the third Tuesday of January next. 

Dr. W. H. Mussey offered the following as an amendment to & 
constitution, which lays upon the table until the next session. 

Resolved, That the constitution be so amended as that the annul 
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meetings of this Society, be held in the city of Columbus on the 
third Tuesday of January, of each year. 

Dr. Trevitt offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of one member from the faculty of 
ech regular school in this State, be appointed by the chair, to 
report to this society at its next session, on the standard of medical 
education, preparatory to the admission of students to the study of 
medicine and surgery. 

Resolved, That the chair appoint a committee of three, to report 
to this society, at its next session, upon the mineral waters of the 
State, and that said committee be authorized to appoint sub-com- 
mittees from each section of the State, as may best conduce to a 
better knowledge of the medicinal and other qualities of those 
waters. 

Dr. John Dawson offered the following, which was carried : 

Resolved, That Dr. Milton Greene be appointed a committee to 
memorialize the Legislature, and see that a proper law is passed to 
prevent the sale of patent medicines and secret nostrums. 

Dr. 8. G. Mitchell read an interesting paper upon the cure of 
Poplitial Anneurism by compression, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on publication.—(See Appendix CO.) 

On motion of Dr. M. Greene, the Society took a recess until 8 
(clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspar Morwyine, 8 o’clock. 

Dr. R. G. McLean in the chair. 

The minutes of yesterday read and approved. 

Dr. J. A. Coons, from the committee on a substitute for quinine, 
read a report, which gave rise to alengthy and interesting discuss- 
ion, by Drs. Coons, Kinkaid, Scott, Smith, Linch, Tipton, Gordon, 
Potter, Trevitt, and others. 

The report, on motion, was received and referred to the com- 
mittee on publication.—(See Appendix D.) 

Communications were received from the superintendents of the 
Little Miami, the Columbus & Xenia, and of the Cleveland, Colum- 
bus & Cincinnati Rail Roads, offering to carry members free of 
charge, on their return from the meeting of the Society, on the pre- 
— of a certificate of membership from the Secretary of the 

icty, 
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Dr. Chas. Robertson’s resolution for the appointment of a ¢om. 
mittee of three to memorialize the legislature in regard to the remy. 
neration of physicians for holding post mortems, was taken up and 
adopted. 

Committee: Drs. C. Robertson, H. L. Thrall, and 8. B. Johnson, 

The Society, on motion of Dr. Henderson, took a recess until 
o’clock P. M. 


Arrternoon Szssron, 14 o'clock. 

Dr. R. G. McLean in the chair. 

Dr. A. H. Baker, from the committee on Medical Ethics, reads 
report, which was referred to the committee on Publication, wih 
discretionary powers as to the printing of the same. 

Dr. J. G. F. Holston read a paper upon ‘‘a pumpkin seed, the 
neucleus of visicle calculus in the male,”’ and exhibited the sped- 
men.—(See Appendix E.) 

The paper was received and referred to the committee on Pubi- 
cation. 

Dr. J. C. Kennedy offered the following, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the chair, to repat 
at our next meeting such facts and conclusions as they may amir 
at respecting the use of chloroform in obstetric practice. 

Committee: Drs. J. C. Kennedy, H. L. Chaney, and E. Lynch 

On motion of Dr. Dawson, the Treasurer of the Society wa 
instructed to pay Tizzard & Albright, of Eaton, out of the fm 
moneys received, the balance of their account for publishing the 
transactions of the Society last year. 

Dr. J. G. F. Holston made some interesting remarks upon the 
microscope and its uses. In consequence of indisposition, he was 
unable to read his paper upon the subject. 

Dr. 8. M. Smith moved that Drs. Gundry, Holston, and Mussey, 
be appointed a committee to report, at the next meeting of the Sod- 
ety, upon the relations of the microscope to pathology. The motion 
prevailed. 

Dr. W. P. Kinkaid offered the following, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the State Medical Society views with deep interest 
the appointment by the American Medical Association, of a com 
mittee to investigate the etriology and pathology of epidemic chol- 
era, and hereby earnestly request the Senators and Representatives 
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in Congress, from Ohio, to render all assistance in their power 
towards passing a bill through Congress granting to suid committee 
every necessary means to make a thorough investigation of that 
disease. 

The Secretary read a communication from Dr. 8. V. Firor, of 
Tarlton, tendering his resignation as a member of the Society, which, 
on motion of Dr. S. M. Smith, was laid on the table until the next 
(adjourned) session. 

Dr. T. W. Gordon offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to institute a 
sett of experiments in relation to the medicinal properties of the 
Enonzmus Americanus, and Atropurpureus; and report at the next 
session. 

Committee: Drs. T. W. Gordon, W. P. Kincaid, and 8S. M. 
Smith. 

Dr. J. P. Bing offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be passed by the ‘Ohio State 
Medical Society ”’ to the officers of the several Railroads who have 
tendered to members, returning home, a free passage on those roads. 

On motion of Dr. Kinkaid, it was 

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be tendered to the regular Medi- 
cal profession of Columbus, for the very satisfactory and cordial 
reception extended to the Society during its present session. 

On motion of Dr. Trevitt, Dr. R. Thompson was appointed a select 
committee, to report upon the fractures of the upper and lower ex- 
tremities, with their appropriate modes of treatment, at the January 
meeting. 

The following delegates were appointed to the Kentucky and In- 
diana State Medical Societies ; 

Kentucky—Drs. T. W. Gordon, W. P. Kinkaid, R. G. McLean. 

Indiana—Drs. D. A. Fisher, A. H. Baker, I. 8. Keissinger. 

Dr. Trevitt offered the following, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That Dr. W. H. Harper be appointed to report upon the 
epidemics of north-western Ohio. 

Dr. W. J. Scott offered the following : 

Whereas, the interest would be much better subserved by having 
the transactions of the Society published, soon after its adjournment, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the committee on Publication be requested to pub- 
lish them as soon as practicable. 
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Dr. J. B. Potter moved that the chairman be requested to report 
to the committee on Publication, the names of the delegates anj 
alternates to the National Medical Association. Carried. 

Dr. Trevitt offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Dr. Hamilton be appointed a special committee, 
report on the subject of the Medico-legal relation of fractures, at the 
next session. 

On motion of Dr. John Dawson, the Treasurer was instructed t 
furnish to those members who are not in arrears, their quota of the 
transactions, after they shall be published, and that the Librarian be 
directed to receive and take in charge all back volumes not dis 
posed of. 

Dr. A. H. Baker moved that the report of the committee to mem- 
orialize the Legislature be referred to the committee on Publicatio, 
(See appendix.) 

Dr. A. H. Baker offered the following, which was referred tos 
committee of three—A. H. Baker, J. W. Hamilton, J. B. Thom- 
son—to report at the January meeting of the Society : 

Resolved, That the committee of Arrangements be, and are herey 
instructed to employ a competent reporter, to be present at oz 
meeting, and report for the Society as he may be directed. 

Dr. J. W. Hamilton gave notice of his intention to introduce # 
amendment to the by-laws, providing that papers and reports, a 
ready for publication at the time of adjournment, shall not be enter 
tained by the publishing committee. 

Dr. 8. B. Davis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That as Dr. R. Thompson has not had an opportunityd 
reading his paper, entitled a review of a report of a case of dest 
from chloroform, that he be requested to furnish it to the publicatia 
committee, and that that committee have discretionary power = 
reference toits printing. (See appendix.) 

Dr. D. A. Fisher offered the following : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are due, and are herely 
tendered to the officers of the Society, for the faithful and impart 
manner in which they have discharged their duties, during & 
present session. 

On motion, Drs. Hamilton, 8. M. Smith and Trevitt were appomie 
a committee of Arrangements for the session to be held in Columbe 
on the third Wednesday in January next. 

The Secretary read a communication from the Secretary of t 
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Indiana State Medical Society, stating that he had forwarded twelve 
copies of the transactions of that Society, and that he offered us good 


cheer in our common cause. 


On motion of Dr. Gordon, the Secretary was directed to return a 
suitable answer, accompanied by a like number of copies of the trans- 


actions of this Society. 


The following list of members were appointed delegates to the 


American Medical Association : 


LIST OF DELEGATES TO AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


DELEGATES. 
J. B. Thompson, 
G. W. Marris, 
J.C. Thompson, Bloomfield, 
L. Foulke, Chillicothe, 
1. W. McArthur, Clinton county, 
J. G. Kyle, Green county, 
J. Davis, Dayton, 
M. H. Reeves, Warren county, 
W. W. Dawson, Cincinnati, 
David Judkins, do!” 
W.H. Mussey, do. 
C. Robertson, McConnellsville, 
J. B. Potter, Canal Winchester, 
E. Gaston, Morristown, Bel. co., 
J, C. Hubbard, Ashtabula, 
Benj. Tappan, Jr., Steubenville, 
C. C. Hildreth, Zanesville, 
J.P. Kirtland, Cleveland, 
P. Allen, Kinsman, 
J.@. Rodgers, New Richmond, 
G. F. Mitchell, Mansfield, 
J.N. Green, Bainbridge, 
& B. Davis, Shadeville, 
Wm. J. Scott, do. 
C.P. Thomas, Pomeroy, 
H. 8. Conklin, Sidney, 
E. L. Miner, Lithopolis, 
Mat. Thompson, Mt. Vernon, 
R. H. Tipton, 
&. Volney Dorsey, Piqua, 


ALTERNATES. 
Richard Gundry, Columbus, 
N. Gay, do 
8. D. Turney, Circleville, 
T. McNaily, Chillicothe, 
T. B. Johnson, Green county, 
J. R. Dawson, do. 
J. A. Coons, Dayton, 
Sylvanus Fisher, Warren county, 
L. C. Rives, Cincinnati, 
J.8. Dodge, do. 
R. R. Mellvain, do. 
J. D. Cotton, Marietta, 
H. L. Chaney, Groveport, 
J. Hoover, Barnesville, 
8. H. Farrington, Ashtabula, 
E. Angel, Akron, 
J. G. F. Holston, Zanesville, 
J. L. Cassels, Cleveland, 
H. S. Parmeter, Erie, 
W. P. Kinkaid, 
J. P. Henderson, Newville, 
W. Roby, Bainbridge, 
Z. F. Guerin, Hope, 
J. N. Robbinson, Lockbourne, 
. H. Reeves, Deavertown, 
W. Fuller, West Liberty, 
Effinger, Lancaster, 


. O. Mack, Shelby, 
H. Olds, Circleville, 
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DELEGATES. 
B. Johnson, Xenia, 
G. Carey, Dayton, 
>. 


T. 
H. 
S. P. Hunt, Morrow, 

J. A. McFarland, Tiffin, 

T. W. Jones, South Bloomfield, 
D. Lewis, New Haven, 
W.J.Sullivan, West Middleburg, 
B. 8. Brown, Bellefontaine, 

J. M. Mosgrove, Urbana, 

J. N. Wilson, Newark, 

W. Hendren, Delaware, 
Vespasian Smith, New Carlisle, 
James Bronson, Newton Falls, 
W. H. Harper, Lima, 

Milton Green, Cambridge. 
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ALTERNATES. 
S. Martin, Xenia, 
Oliver, Crook, Dayton, 
D. A. Cox, New Paris, 
Henry Kuhn, 
J. Helmick, Harrisburg, 
R. ©. Hopkins, Cleveland, 
S. N. James, East Liberty, 
J. W. Goddard, Urbana, 
J. A. Smith, Piqua, 
J. Hoover, Barnesville, 
E. Carney, Berkshire, 
J. N. Stockstill, 
A. Belden, Ravenna, 
H. Spillman, Midina, 
J. P. Bing, Ironton. 


After prayer by Dr. S. M. Smith, the Society adjourned, to mer 
in the city of Columbus, January 20th, 1857. 


8. B. Davis, . 
W. W. de Secretaries. 


PETER ALLEN, 
President. 


Cotumsvs, Onto, January 20th 1857. 


The adjourned meeting of the Ohio State Medical Society meti 
the new State House, to-day, at 2 o’clock, P. M. 

Dr. Peter Allen, President, being absent, Dr. John Davis, im 
Vice President, took the chair, and called the house to order. 

The reading of the minutes of the last session were, on motion d 
Dr. Hamilton, dispensed with. 

Dr. Hamilton being the only member of the committee on Admis- 
sions present, the chair appointed to the vacancies Drs. Robertsm, 
Hurxthal, Potter and Hildreth. 

The chair announced that the rules of the last meeting would & 
adopted for the government of this. 

The committee on Admissions reported favorably on the applies 
tion of Dr. Gilchrist, of Logan, who was elected. 

Dr. Robertson, from the committee appointed to memorialize th 
Legislature for a law, regulating post mortem examinations, prt 
sented a petition which he had prepared to offer to the Genel 
Assembly. 
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Dr. Trevitt offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Society approve the petition of Dr. Robertson, 
and request him to present it to the Legislature, and that the officers 
be directed to attach their signatures to it officially. 

Dr. Gundry offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of five, of which Dr. R. Thompson 
shall be chairman, be appointed to report a plan to regulate the 
Practice of Physic in the State of Ohio. 

The President appointed Drs. R. Thompson, R. Gundry, J. M. 
Bigelow, 8. B. Davis and E. L. Hill. 

The committee on Admissions reported favorably upon the appli- 
cation for membership of Dr. J. E. Morris, of Bellbrook, who was 
dected. 

The following resolution was, on motion of Dr. Bigelow, adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to confer with the Secretary of State, and also with the 
Legislative Committee on Statistics, and inquire why a failure of the 
law, requiring the registration of marriages, births and deaths has 
taken place the last year, and report to this Society before its 


adjournment. 


On motion, the Society adjourned till 9 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow. 


Wepnespay, Jan. 2ist, 9 o’clock, A. M. 


Dr. J. Davis in the chair. 

Minutes of yesterday’s session read and approved. 

Dr. Trevitt moved that Dr. W. W. Dawson be appointed a special 
committee to report biographical notices of those members who died 
during the time intervening between the last report made in 1851, 
and the appointment last June of Dr. R. Thompson, Chairman of the 
Standing Committee on Obituaries. 

The committee on Admissions reported favorably on the applica- 
tion of Dr. W. A. Shephard, of Samantha, O., for membership, who 
was elected. 

The committee on Surgery being called, Dr. John Dawson, chair- 
man, stated that he was not ready to report at this time, but would 
do so at the annual session. 

Dr. Barr offered the following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted : 


Resolved, That'a committee of three be appointed to memorialize 
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the Legislature of this State on behalf of this society, and the Pp. 
fession in general, to legalize the study of Practical Anatomy, Ty, 
chair appointed Drs. Barr, 8. M. Smith and W. W. Dawson. 

The committee appoined yesterday to report a plan for the reg. 
lation of the practice of physic in the State, being called upon, D, 
R. Thompson, from the minority, after some preliminary remay 
presented a report, recommending the passage of laws for the}. 
galization of the study of practical anatamy, the formation of lod 
and State Societies and the establishment of a university of Me. 
ical Science. 

Dr. Gundry stated that the majority agreed to the reporting 
except that relating to the protection of the profession by legal enw. 
ments, and that he would embrace the views of his associate me:- 
bers of the committee in a paper which he would offer in the fe 
noon session. 

Dr. Trevitt, from the committee on mineral waters, read ae 
ceedingly interesting paper on some of the mineral springs inw 
state. This report was listened to by the members of the sod 
with marked attention. The importance of the subject was find 
luded to—the high position which mineral waters have always le 
both among the ancients and in more modern times as medal 
agents—to the fact that whilst other countries and other states be 
adopted measures for the development of these blessings from & 
hand of nature, yet in our own noble state but few of our very 
numerous springs of known virtue have been analysed or theirt 
tues tested. The paper showed that several very important wis 
had been critically and reliably examined, and upon this. dep 
ment of our state wealth the researches reflected much creditye 
the accomplished author. 

The report, was on motion, adopted, and the committee requesé 
to continue its labors. 

On motion of W. W. Dawson the report was referred to the > 
lication committee. (See appendix F.) 

Dr. R. Thompson, Chairman of select committee, on Fractures, 
ted that he was not ready to report at this, but would do sos 
next meeting. 

Dr. Barr moved that the society adjourn until 24 o’clock, P.L 





Wepnzspay, Jan. 21st, 1857, 24 o’clock Pu 
Society met. Dr. John Davis in the Chair. 
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1 the Pr. Dr. J. B. Thompson offered the following resolution: 


my. The Resolved, That the treasurer be instructed to immediately call on 
On, Dr. P. M. Crume, late treasurer, for his report for the year ending 
the Teg: 6th day of June, 1856, and also for all books and papers belonging 
upon, D;, tothe office of treasurer. 
 Temarh, On motion of Dr. W.W. Dawson, the resolutions offered last year 
for the by Dr. M. Green, providing for a committee to memorialize the leg- 
on of lod  islature for the passage of a law compelling the masters and vend- 
xy of Mei. ers of patent medicines and secret nostrums to publish in English 
the names, quantities and qualities of the ingredients of which they 
sport ind ara composed, before they can be sold in the State, and also a res- 
egal ens olution providing for the appointment of a committee to petition the 
late mer legislature for some regulation to prevent the sale of nostrums, were 
the alle taken up, and on motion, indefinitely postponed. ™ 
Dr. Gundry offered a report from the majority of the committee, to 
ead ana: report a plan for the regulation of the practice of physic in the State, 


ings inve which was, on motion, of Dr. Trevitt, adopted, and referred to the 
the soci publication committee. (See appendix.) 
ras first a Accompanying Dr. Gundry’s report was the following resolution, 


| ways hel which was adopted: 

as medi Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Chair, to 
states har carry out the purposes of the report annexed, by soliciting the co- 
} from & operation of the Medical Colleges in the State. The president ap- 
ir very pointed Drs. Gundry, S. Bonner and E. P. Fyffe. 

r their Dr. Trevitt moved that Dr. 8. B. Davis and Jno. Dawson be ap- 
anh wee pointed a committee to ascertain as nearly as possible, the cost of 
- a publishing the transactions of the society at its last and its present 
credit wt session. | 

Dr. Bigelow from the committee, appointed to confer with the Sec- 


> request retary of State, in reference to the registration law, reported ver- 
bally— 


to the pe That in his conference with that officer, he was informed that the 
law was passed after the date of furnishing the Township Assessors 
etures, with their blanks, consequently, it was impossible to print and furn- 
o sot ish the necessary blanks to physicians and surgeons in time, the 
present year, but Dr. B. was assured by the Secretary that they will 
ck, PE be forwarded to County Auditors in a few weeks. | 
‘wi The following resolution was offered by Dr. Robertson: | 
ck P. 


Resolved, That Dr. W. W. Dawson be appointed a special com- 
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the Legislature of this State on behalf of this society, and the Pr. 
fession in general, to legalize the study of Practical Anatomy. The 
chair appointed Drs. Barr, 8. M. Smith and W. W. Dawson. 

The committee appoined yesterday to report a plan for the regu. 
lation of the practice of physic in the State, being called upon, Dr, 
R. Thompson, from the minority, after some preliminary remarks, 
presented a report, recommending the passage of laws for thele. 
galization of the study of practical anatamy, the formation of local 
and State Societies and the establishment of a university of Med- 
ical Science. 

Dr. Gundry stated that the majority agreed to the report inal 
except that relating to the protection of the profession by legal enact 
ments, and that he would embrace the views of his associate men- 
bers of the committee in a paper which he would offer in the after 
noon session. 

Dr. Trevitt, from the committee on mineral waters, read ane 
ceedingly interesting paper on some of the mineral springs inor 
state. This report was listened to by the members of the society 
with marked attention. The importance of the subject was firstal- 
luded to—the high position which mineral waters have always heli 
both among the ancients and in more modern times as medical 
agents—to the fact that whilst other countries and other states hare 
adopted measures for the development of these blessings from th 
hand of nature, yet in our own noble state but few of our very mr 
numerous springs of known virtue have been analysed or their vr- 
tues tested. The paper showed that several very important waten 
had been critically and reliably examined, and upon this depart 
ment of our state wealth the researches reflected much creditupa 
the accomplished author. 

The report, was on motion, adopted, and the committee requested 
to continue its labors. 

On motion of W. W. Dawson the report was referred to the pub 
lication committee. (See appendix F.) 

Dr. R. Thompson, Chairman of select committee, on Fractures,sit 
ted that he was not ready to report at this, but would do so atte 
next meeting. 

Dr. Barr moved that the society adjourn until 24 o’clock, P. ¥ 


Wepnespay, Jan. 21st, 1857, 24 o’clock P.M. 
Society met. Dr. John Davis in the Chair. 
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Dr. J. B. Thompson offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the treasurer be instructed to immediately call on 
Dr. P. M. Crume, late treasurer, for his report for the year ending 
6th day of June, 1856, and also for all books and papers belonging 
tothe office of treasurer. 

On motion of Dr. W.W. Dawson, the resolutions offered last year 
by Dr. M. Green, providing for a committee to memorialize the leg- 
islature for the passage of a law compelling the masters and vend- 
ers of patent medicines and secret nostrums to publish in English 
the names, quantities and qualities of the ingredients of which they 
ara composed, before they can be sold in the State, and also a res- 
olution providing for the appointment of a committee to petition the 
legislature {or some regulation to prevent the sale of nostrums, were 
taken up, and on motion, indefinitely postponed. ™ 

Dr. Gundry offered a report from the majority of the committee, to 
report a plan for the regulation of the practice of physic in the State, 
which was, on motion, of Dr. Trevitt, adopted, and referred to the 
publication committee. (See appendix.) 

Accompanying Dr. Gundry’s report was the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Chair, to 
carry out the purposes of the report annexed, by soliciting the co- 
operation of the Medical Colleges in the State. The president ap- 
pointed Drs. Gundry, S. Bonner and E. P. Fyffe. 

Dr. Trevitt moved that Dr. S. B. Davis and Jno. Dawson be ap- 
pointed a committee to ascertain as nearly as possible, the cost of 
publishing the transactions of the society at its last and its present 
session. 

Dr. Bigelow from the committee, appointed to confer with the Sec- 
retary of State, in reference to the registration law, reported ver- 
bally— 

That in his conference with that officer, he was informed that the 
law was passed after the date of furnishing the Township Assessors 
with their blanks, consequently, it was impossible to print and furn- 
ish the necessary blanks to physicians and surgeons in time, the 
present year, but Dr. B. was assured by the Secretary that they will 
be forwarded to County Auditors in a few weeks. 

The following resolution was offered by Dr. Robertson: 


Resolved, That Dr. W. W. Dawson be appointed a special com- 
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mittee to report to this society, at its next meeting, on the Sanitary 
condition of Cincinnati. 

Dr. Gundry was appointed to make a like report on Colm. 
bus. 

Dr. Robertson, chairman of committee, on Admissions, move 
that Dr. Henry C. Winans, of Xenia, Illinois, be invited to a seatip 
this society. 

Dr. W. W. Dawson offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the members of this society be requested to fw. 
nish to the special committee, on obituaries, any facts that may bein 
their possession, in reference to the age, character, and profession 
standing of those members who died between 1851 and 1856, 

The committee on admissions reported favorably upon the appli. 
cation of Dr. Flgwers, of Lexington, Perry county, for membership, 
who was elected. 

On motion of Dr. Trevitt, each auxiliary and organized Medic 
Society, and each member of this body be requested to contribute 
to the analysis of the springs of the State. 

Dr. R. Thompson moved that the thanks of this society be ter 
dered to Dr. John Davis, 1st Vice President, for the dignified ai 
able manner with which he has presided over the deliberations d 
this session, and also to the Secretaries for the faithful discharge d 
heir duties. 

On motion of Dr. Hamilton a vote of thanks were returned ts 
Hon. W. H. Gibson, Treasurer of State, for the courtesy which he 
extended to the Society in granting it the use of this room. 

On motion, the Society adjourned, sine die. 

JOHN DAVIS, M. D. 
First Vice President. 


W. W. Dawson, ‘ 
8. B. Davis, t Secretaries. 
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APPENDIX. 


“A”? 


REPORT OF DELEGATE TO THE STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF INDIANA. 


One of your delegates to the State Medical Society of Indiana, 
would beg leave to report, that after writing numerous letters to 
physicians in various parts of Indiana, and also to those in Ohio, 
yhom he believed might know the time the Medical Society of that 
State had appointed to hold its annual sesion, he learned through 
Dr. Brower of Lawrenceburg, when the meeting was to occur, and 
at the proper time proceeded to Indianapolis, and was received by 
the State Medical Society of Indiana in the capacity of a delegate, 
and afterwards elected an honorary member of the Society. 

During the session of the Society some able reports of committees 
were read, and afew interesting papers presented, read, and discussed. 
The report of the committee on Scarlatina, was listened to with very 
much interest by your delegate and the most of those in attendance. 

At the meeting of the Society for 1857, Dr. Brower, of Lawrence- 
burg, was appointed a committee to draft a memorial on the subject 
of a registration law, to be presented to the Legislature of Indiana. 
The Dr. presented a very able memorial to the Society for consider- 
ation. It requested a law based upon the law of Kentucky, or one very 
similar in its action. The Society adopted the memorial and took 
necessary measures to have it presented to the Legislature, at its 


next session. 
Among other matters of interest, an action was taken in relation 


to one of their members who was guilty of making and vending a 


secret nostrum ; he was unanimously expelled. 
Another member who was represented to be a medical gentleman 


of fine talent, and extensive medical knowledge, was dismissed after 
a lengthy discussion, without. vote of expulsion. The Dr. had been 
a2 active member of the Society, and about three months since, 
entered upon the business of a druggist, and commenced the sale 


of secret nostrums, but before opening his establishment, proposed 
20 
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to the physicians of his vicinity, to sell no patent medicines, if the 
faculty would purchase drugs exclusively of him. They were not 
willing to thus bind themselves, and he commenced the sale of 
medicines and nostrums, but prior to opening his store, he regi 
his membership in the county society, where he had long been amen. 
ber. His friend stated that he would have resigned his membenhip 
in the State Society ifhe could have done so at an earlier date, by 
the late session was the first opportunity he had had, since he conch. 
ded to prostitute his profession. 

His friend applied for an honorable dismission for him, but wy 
defeated in his undertaking. After further discussion he was di. 
missed, minus the honorable. he Society also passed a resolutin 
commendatory of the action of the American Medical Association, 
in appointing a committee on the Etiology and Pathology of Epidemi 
Cholera ; and also appcinted a committee to draft a memorial inth 
name and on behalf of the Indiana State Medical Society, tobe pr. 
sented to the committee of the American Medical Association fr 
presentation. 

The Society adjourned on the 22d of May, after a session of two 
and a half days, to again convene on the Tuesday preceeding the 
fourth Monday in May, 1857. 

THOS. W. GORDON, 
Delegate to the State Medical Society of Indiana. 


“cc B.”” 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO MEMORIALIZE THE LEGISLATURE 
TO FOUND AN EYE INFIRMARY FOR ADULTS. 


Your committee, appointed at the ninth annual meeting of this 
Society, to memorialize the Legislature of Ohio, for the purpose d 
founding a state institution for treating blind adults, beg leave # 
report : 

The chairman of the committee, soon after the meeting of te 
Legislature, wrote to one of the members of the committee, but 
never received an answer, and therefore failed to receive any assist 
ance from him. The other member of the committee did not render 
any assistance, from causes unnecessary to mention, and the chair 
man, therefore, drew up a short memorial aad forwarded it to Chan- 
ber Baird, Esq., member of the Senate from the sixth congressional 
district. 


in om eo iit a. Tae 
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Mr. Baird presented it to the Senate, but the delay occasioned by 
the attempt at conferring with the other portions of the committee, 
caused it to be too late in the session to meet with complete success. 
The great indebtedness of the benevolent institutions, also made it 
avery bad time to present a petition for a farther disbursement of 
public funds. Owing to these causes it was thought by the friends 
of the proposed institution, that it would be better to defer the action 
upon the matter, until the Legislature again comes together in Jan- 
uary next, and therefore it was referred to the committee on Benevo- 
lent Institutions ; David Heaton chairman. 

It will come up at the next meeting of the Legislature, and a 
prompt effort will probably secure the passage of a bill establishing 
such an institution. During the last session, the friends of the insti- 
titution believed it would be suicidal to the bill to try and force it 
through, under existing circumstances. Your committee believe that 
an institution of the kind referred to, would be of inestimable benefit 
to those needing assistance from it ; and if it should be founded, will 
result in giving sight to many who are now a public charge to the 
county infirmaries of the State, who cannot be restored to sight, 
where the medical attendant is not chosen because he is qualified to 
practice medicine, but because he is cheap. 

All of which is submitted, 
THOS. W. GORDON, 
Chairman of Committee. 


“ec C.”” 
POPLITEAL ANEURISM CURED BY COMPRESSION. BY DRS. G. F. MITCHELL 
AND JOHN W. BOND, OF MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


To the surgeons of Dublin, chiefly, the credit of the revival of the 
treatment of Aneurism by Compression, is due; at least they have 
taken precedence in this interesting subject. 

Although but a few years have elapsed since such revival, it has 
already received the highest marks of approbation from many emi- 
nent surgeons, and is destined, we think, to occupy a front rank in 
appliances of the surgical art. 

The value of this mode of treatment, where applicable, as compared 
with deligation, and as shown by the statistics of Dr. Bellingham, and 
others, is great—far exceeding, in satisfactory results, that by liga- 
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’ 
ture—and is, as Prof. Ferguson justly observes, “ sufficient to strike 
most surgeons with astonishment.” 

‘The following is a a brief synopsis of a case treated after the 
method mentioned : 

Early inJuly, 1854, I was consulted by J. P., aged 28, in referenee 
to a large tumor situate in his leftham. The history of its orig, 
was as follows: Inthe spring of 1853 he left this State (Ohio) for 
California, by the overland route; and being engaged in droving, 
he traveled nearly the entire distance on foot. About the time of 
his arrival there, while exerting himself violently at running, he ex. 
perienced a keen, stinging pain, directly back of his knee—soon after 
which a tumor appeared. This had been gradually increasing in 
size up to the time I was consulted. The tumor was very nearly 
spherical, about four inches in diameter, being fully equal to thatof 
the articulation of the knee. A uniform pulsation was felt overits 
entire surface, synchronous with the arterial pulse. Pressure m 
the cardiac side caused total disappearance of pulsation and dimim. 
tion in size ; while pressure on the distal side produced increase of 
volume. 

I diagnosed Popliteal Aneurism, informing him, that hitherto lig 
ture had been the treatment most generally recommended, but that 
now treatment by compression was preferred by many distinguished 
surgeons, both in this country and in Europe; that it was equally 
certain when skillfully employed, more safe, a cutting operation 
being avoided, and did not compromise a subsequent resort to 
deligation, should failure occur. This treatment I advised. My 
friend, Dr. Bond, on consultation, concurred with me, both as to 
diagnosis and treatment ; and was thereafter associated with me in 
the management of the case. 

Being advised, however, to consult other surgeons, he did so; but 
having deligation advised as the only alternative, he returned, and 
soon after placed himself under our care. 

On the 25th July, treatment by compression was begun—the foot 
and leg being first bandaged as high up as the tumor. 

One clamp tourniquet, and one ring tourniquet, were then applied 
over the femoral; these were alternately relaxed and tightened and theit 
position shifted along the course of the artery. In a short time, 
however the ring tourniquet was removed and another clamp toum- 
iquet applied in its stead. As the patient was shrewd and intelli 
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gent, he was readily instructed in the use of the instruments, and 
being anxious to carry out the plan of treatment, he was left to reg- 
ulate, for himself, in a great degree, the amount of pressure. 

For the first ten days, compression was applied from 12 to 14 
hours in the twenty-four. Some pain was experienced during this 
time, but none sufficient to disturb the patient. His sleep was suund 
and refreshing ; the tourniquets, however, being always first removed. 
The tumor had now become decidedly firmer, less in size, and the 
sack could no longer be emptied ; oedema was also fast disappearing. 

For the next three weeks pressure was applied from 16 to 18 
hours per diem, the sack becoming gradually firmer and pulsation 
less distinct. 

Two small arteries, running longitudinally over the back of the 
tumor, could now be easily detected. For the next six days, pres- 
sure, was continued about 20 hours in the twenty-four, pulsation 
becoming still fainter ; and for the last five days it was applied con- 
tinuously. At this time, all pulsation in the sack suddenly ceased, 
diminution in size continuing to take place. Compression was now 
continued for a few days longer, when exercise was allowed him— 
the collateral vessels, becoming, at the same time enlarged—six 
weeks, precisely, being occupied from the time pressure was begun 
until all pulsation ceased. 

At no time was the circulation through the artery entirely checked. 

The pain was never severe ; the pressure along the course of the 
vessel being so alternated as to secure to the patient the greatest 
amount of ease possible. No redness or excoration of skin at any 
time existed. 

Throughout the whole course of treatment he enjoyed himself well, 
retaining, at all times, his usual vivacity and animation. 

Nearly two years have now intervened since his dismissal; and when 
last heard from, which was but a few days ago, his leg was appa- 
rently as strong as the other, and his general health good, so that 
We may with confidence pronounce the cure complete. 


7? 


“7,” 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON A SUBSTITUTE FOR QUININE, 
BY J. A. COONS, M.D., OHAIRMAN. 


From the general prevalence of intermitting fever— especially in 
the last year—its disagreeable results; the costly and uncertain 
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mode of its treatment ; perhaps there is no subject of more interest 
to the profession of Ohio, and the West, than the successful and 
permanent management of this affection. The summer and 4] 
of 1855 have been unequaled in the history of intermitting fever, in 
this country. From every neighboring city and town, where it has 
prevailed other seasons, the physicians testify to its marked increase 
in 1855. And from localities never affected with this disease before, 
we can hear of its general prevalence, despite of high lands anddry 
situations. On this account the profession are the more anxious to 
hear of some cheap, certain, and agreeable anti-periodic to take the 
place of quinine. 

Some very interesting facts, relative to the immense consump 
tion of quinine in this country, have lately been developed by the 
secretary of the treasury at Washington, while the subject of rev- 
sing the tariff was under consideration. It appears that 300,000 
ounces of this article are imported to the United States annually, 
and when we add to this what is manufactured at two extensive 
establishments in this country, we would have, at the present price, 
perhaps a million and a half of dollars’ worth of quinine used every 
year in the United States. 

From the history of this drug, we would infer that its value would 
increase from year to year. It is from the high and increasing prite 
of the material from which this medicine is manufactured, that the 
medicine itself derives its value. And it is from the value, and the 
enormous quantities used, that the profession, as well as the people, 
are and should be anxious to discover a substitute. 

Among the various articles recommended in periodical fever, 
instead of quinine, are salicin, bebeerine, chloroform, turpentine, 
arsenic, common salt, nitric acid, and sulphate cinchona. Although 
your committee cannot say that they have discovered a substitute for 
quinine, they believe there are rapid advances being made by the 
profession in this direction, and that there are articles now used by 
themselves and others, of decided merit, and which may, at no dis 
tant day, be recognized as substitutes for the great anti-periodie. 

As your committee wish to be short and to the point, they only 
intend to speak of the two last articles above enumerated. They 
believe they are the ones demanding the most attention at the hands 
of the profession, and would ask of the members of this society that 
they would give them a fair and impartial trial. The chairman of 
your committee has had considerable experience with nitric acid in 
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intermitting fever. His attention was called to this article by Prof. 
Mendenhall, of Cincinnati, in May, 1854, and from that time until 
the next September, he prescribed it in 36 cases of intermitting fever, 
with the following results : 

In 10 cases there was no chill after taking acid. 

In 8 cases there was one chill after taking acid. 

In 4 cases there were two chills after taking medicine. 

In 14 cases there were three or more paroxysms after the admin- 
istration of the acid, 

In 35 cases, out of the 36, the acid was successful. 

One case was treated ten days with the acid, and refusing to 
submit to its influence, was treated and cured with quinine; and it 
is but just to say, that a case was cured with the acid about the same 
time, in which quinine had failed to interrupt the paroxysms, after 
several days use. 


These 36 cases, or a large majority of them, were treated in the 
Dayton city hospital, were of both sexes, various ages and constitu- 
tions, and affected with the different types of the disease ; some cases 
recent and uncomplicated ; others of long standing, with enlarged 
spleen. The acid was given in 8 and 10 drop doses, every 5 hours, 
largely diluted with water, during the paroxysms, as well as in the 
intervals. During treatment there was nothing else given, except 
mild cathartics, in a few cases. 

Professor Mendenhall has tried the acid to some extent, and 
reports favorable to its success, in the proceedings of this Society for 
1854. Dr. Baily, of Indiana, has treated ninety cases with the acid, 
all of which, except two, promptly recovered. Fifty of his patients 
had no chill after taking medicine. Others have reported the acid 
treatment successful, but as our object is more to call attention to 
this article as an anti-periodic, than to establish its claims as a sub- 
stitute for quinine, we will make no further quotations in its favor. 

In a number of the Western Lancet for 1855, there is a reported 
trial of the acid at the Cincinnati Commercial Hospital, in which it 
failed to render satisfaction to those by whom it was prescribed. 
This trial does not appear to be one on which the reputation of the 
article should be decided. For in every case, after a limited admin- 
istration, the acid was discontinued, and something else given in its 
place. One day the acid would be given, and the next quinine, so 
that it would be hard to tell which article had the most influence in 
breaking up the chills. Reports agree that the disease is about as 
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liable to return after the acid as the quinine treatment, and this 
our experience. If the acid should be found worthy the place of, 
substitute, it would be far preferable to any article recommended, ip 
two particulars, cheapness and agreeableness to taste and stomach, 

The other article that we shall speak of, and recommend to the 
profession for further trial and observation, is sulphate cinchonia, 
This drug has been extensively prescribed in intermitting fevers, an 
from the published results its effects have been more decided and 
satisfactory than those of the acid. 

In the January number of the Cincinnati Medica] Observer fr 
1856/is published a report of 57 cases of intermitting fever treated 
with this drug, at the Cincinnati Dispensary, by Dr. Wells— 30x 
of the 57 cases were treated successfully. It was given in qua 
tities from 15 to 20 grains, during the intermission, and in som 
instances 15 grains were given at a single dose. 

The editor of the Medical Observer, commenting on this reportof 
Dr. Wells, says: ‘‘ We can recommend the sulphate of cinchonis 
as a substitute for quinine, with much confidence.” 

Dr. Wells’ report would have been more valuable if the sulphate 
cinchonia had been administered alone, especially without the add 
tion of sulphuric acid. He says the cinchonia “‘ was generally giva 
in solution, with a few drops of sulphuric acid, and in this formié 
seemed to act more promptly than when given in powders.” [sit 
not probable that its prompt action, thus combined, depended upm 
the acid. 

In his first case he gave salt the first day, one hour before chil 
Next day, nitric acid mixture —tea-spoonfull every three hom 
He then used opium, piperine, and quinine, for two days, alld 
which failed to interrupt the daily paroxysms. The next day, afi 
the quinine was suspended, he gave sulphate cinchonia, and the nest 
day there was no paroxysm. We think that the change from om 
remedy to another was so rapid that neither had a fair trial, and that 
it is probable that the quinine and opium effected a cure in this case, 
The nitric acid’s administration was too limited to be of much value 
as a test of the article’s virtues. 

Dr. Thomas, of Philadelphia, in a recently published quarterly 
summary of transactions of the College of Physicians of Phils 
delphia, reports 280 patients with remitting and intermitting fever, 
at three dispensaries, treated by sulphate cinchonia with the mos 
satisfactory results. He says the tendency to relapse after the use 
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of this drug was about the same as after the use of quinine. He 
also remarks that of the two salts— quinine and cinchona— the 
latter is perhaps the less powerful, but might be substituted for the 
other in somewhat increased doses. 

Dr. Pepper, in the American Journal of Medicine and Sciences, 
for January, 1853, published an article in which he states that in 15 
eases reported, the cinchona was administered with the most signal 
success. In a majority of these the disease had been of many 
months standing, was.attended with enlargement of the spleen, and 
more or less impairment of general health ; yet, notwithstanding 
these serious difficulties, it was promptly checked at the first effort 
in eleven of the cases, and in only two instances was it necessary to 
administer the cinchona a second time, for the arrest of the parox- 
ysms. 

He further says: ‘Judging from my experience in former sea- 

sons, in similar cases, I am fully convinced that the cinchonia proved 
quite as efficacious as quinine, and occasionally, indeed, it appeared 
even more prompt. 
_ Dr. Kenderdine, resident physician of the Hospital of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, says he has used the 
sulphate cinchonia in over 300 cases of malarious fevers of various 
types; and adds, the chills were checked, and the periodical char- 
acter of the disease broken up. 

From our own observation, and the experience of others, we 
believe the two articles mentioned in this paper — nitric acid and 
sulphate cinchonia — are entitled to more confidence at the hands of 
the profession than they receive. Your committee recommend them 
to the Society as valuable articles in the treatment of periodical 
fevers, and as articles more likely than any others now before the 
physician, to take the place of the great anti-periodic. 

We earnestly request the members of this society to individually 
test the virtues of these drugs the coming season; note the results, 
and either report the facts to this association, at its next session, or 
toa committee appointed by the Society, on this subject. In this 
way we believe, if every man will do his duty, and bear his part, 
that this question, whether nitric acid or sulphate of cinchonia will 
be a substitute for quinine, will be settled in one year. 

Your committee would recommend the passage of the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That there be a committee of three appointed upon a 
substitute for Quinine, and that the members of this Society be ear- 
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nestly requested to test the virtues of the two articles named in this 
report, (and any others that they may consider of value, ) and transmit 
the results to the chairman of said committee by the first of January, 
1857, in order to give him time to arrange the facts into a report, to 
be presented to this Society at its next meeting. 
J. A. COONS, M. D., Chairman, 
THOMAS BRENNAN, M. D. 


‘6 EK.” 


REPORT OF A CASE IN WHICH A PUMPKIN SEED FORMED THE NUCLEW 
FOR A VESICAL CALCULUS IN THE MALE SUBJECT: WITH AN 4» 
PENDIX ON MICROSCOPES AND MICROSCOPY, BY JOHN G. F. HOLST, 
A.M. M.D., ZANESVILLE, OHIO. 


At the request of my esteemed friend, Dr. T.W.White, of Windser, 
Morgan county, O., I met him and several other medical gentlema 
in consultation, at the house of Mr. H., in Morgan county, on the 
27th of February last. The subject of this consultation was a young 
man about nineteen years of age, tall and raw-boned, but emaciaied 
and ex-sanguine. 

Dr. White gave, briefly, the following history of the case: 

The boy’s sufferings commenced two years ago, with difficulty 
urinating and violent paroxysms of pain in the bladder; the um 
being sometimes bloody, but at other periods limpid and in lage 
quantities. His sufferings rapidly increased, so that he had hardly 
any intervals of ease, and, even in the course of the first year, he ws 
utterly incapaciated from following his employment as a farm-labore. 
Medical advice was sought at an early period, and he was various 
treated by different medical men, some of whom diagnosed diabetes, 
others cystitis; but, till he came under Dr. White’s care, it dos 
not seem that any one thought of sounding the bladder, and the 
the true nature of the disease remained undiscovered till five monts 
ago. The latter gentleman, by sounding, ascertained the present 
of a calculus. 

Our consultation, of course, was but a brief one. A stone of cot 
siderable size was at once detected and its removal by lithotomy 
determined on. The patient, fully prepared for this result of te 
consultation, unhesitatingly assented, and I performed the latter ope 
ation, in the usual manner, by Physick’s gorget. 
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There was nothing remarkable in the operation ; the chloroform 
acted like a charm, and this formerly so terrible ordeal, was com- 
pletely divested of its horrors. 

The depth of the perineum was unusually great, and offered some 
little hindrance to the speediest possible performance, but in twenty 
minutes all was concluded; the patient having lost not over half a 
pint of blood from the transverse perineal artery, the only vessel 
divided, and which required no ligature. 

He was now but slightly weaker than before, and in half an hour 
after the operation the smarting, at first felt, had subsided, and he 
expressed only a feeling of relief. 

Leaving the patient in the judicious care of Dr. White, I prepared 
to depart for my home, having some forty miles of the worst possible 
rads to traverse. On parting, Dr. White particularly requested me 
to carefully examine the calculus, as I would probably find a pump- 
kin seed for its nucleus. The unfortunate patient had been addicted 
toonanism, and, in one of the vile freaks of that wretched vice, had 
introduced the seed into the mouth of the urethra, whence, slipping 
from his grasp, it commenced its upward journey to the bladder, 
where it arrived within the twenty-four hours succeeding the accident, 
and from thence date all his horrible sufferings, that had rendered 
life an intolerable burthen. 

The seed must have been introduced, thick end foremost, as, in 
that case, the expulsive efforts of the urethra, embracing the oblique, 
pointed end of the seed, would necessarily drive it into the bladder. 

Arrived at home, I sawed the calculus asunder, and found in its 
centre the pumpkin seed, imbedded in concentric layers of phosphate 
of lime cemented by vesical mucus. The stone measured 1$ by 14 
inches in diameter, and weighed 14 ounces. 

Dr. White writes to me, under date of February 29th, and thus 
describes the patient’s state on the day after the operation and that 
subsequent. 

Feb. 28th, 2 P.M. Skin moist; tongue slightly coated ; wound, 
in part, united by first intention ; half the blood passing through the 
urethra, with a few small coagula. Presc. pulv. Doveri, 4 grs. every 
four hours ; spts. of nitre, 25 drops between times; sulph. of 
magnesia to be taken next morning at 8 o’clock, followed by injec- 
tion in one and a half hours. 

Feb, 29th, 3 P. M. Pulse 100, about the same it had been pre- 
Vious to and since the operation ; skin moist ; tongue less coated ; 
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bowels moved several times ; wound looks well ; most of the uring 
passing by the penis. Says he has some control over the discharge, 
but was advised of to exercise it; feels well. 

This was the latest intellegence I received till March 13th ultims, 
under date of which a second letter from Dr. White briefly announeaj 
the death of the patient. 

In subsequent conversation, I learned from the doctor that, having 
progressed well for a few days, there was an entire cessation of a] 
efforts of nature toward recovery ; the wound became pale and flabby; 
the pulse gradually feebler; appetite failed; no more granulation 
formed, and even those already formed were absorbed. 

There was no evidence of active imflammation, or fever, or infl- 
tration of urine, but simply a want of vitality. So, in spite of tonics 
and stimulants—lvcal as well as general—the unfortunate patient 
succumbed to his fate, another victim to that detestable vice, whos 
exhausting influence no doubt conditioned the unexpected result, 

_ By way of appendix, unconnected with the report, but simply 
placed here because, being a mere tyro in the noble art and science 
of microscopy, I would not inflict upon the members of the Society an 
elaborate treatise, but merely call their attention to the subject. 

It is true, some of our medical magnates, such as Velpeau, place 
but a low estimate on the microscope as an aid to legitimate medicine, 
but it must be recollected that, within our own memory, the stetho- 
scope, the uterine speculum and many other improvements met with 
a similar opposition. Much of this kind of opposition, to our shame 
it must be confessed, arises from the fact that, after a certain age, We 
lose much of our first love and energy, and, having more or less sut 
cessfully battled with disease, by the appliances already acquired, 
we shrink from the labor required as well as from the humiliation 
of descending into the ranks of mere boys in the profession, and per 
haps, yea, almost certainly, to be outstripped by them in the acqu- 
sition of this new piece of knowledge or dexterity. Beside, micr- 
scopy is in its mere infancy, though, when we consider what this 
infant prodigy has already done in unraveling minute anatomy, 
clearing up obscure points of physiology, extending the domain of 
natural history, etc., ete., I think we have fair promise that ere long 
it will perform in pathology what already it has done in kindred 
sciences. 

America has the boast of producing the best microscopes in the 
world; France the cheapest. The objectives manufactured by 
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r, of Canastota, N. Y., are as much superior to the best 
English glasses, as they undoubtedly are to the best French. Those 
of 1. & W. Grunow, of New Haven, Connecticut, are, for powers, 
notexceeding one-fourth, or perhaps even one-eighth, probably equal 
to Spenser’s, and somewhat cheaper, while their superior powers are 
sillequal to the best English. An instrument furnished with one 
yd one-fourth inch objectives, by these latter gentlemen, is furnished 
for $75 to $80. 

If cheapness, however, with a really considerable degree of good- 
ness, is required, the instrument No. 106, on the catalogue of Messrs. 
MeAllister & Brother, of Philadelphia, will furnish that desideratum. 
It ig made to their order in Paris, in the form of Oberhauser’s verti- 
al, and is about as good an instrument, though costing only $32. 
Any one, however, paying attention to microscopy, will soon find the 
necessity of superior instruments, and deem a Spenser or Grunow 
cheaper at $80 than a French instrument of equal pretensions for 
$40. 

With these few brief remarks I close, hoping they will excite some 
attention to this interesting field of research. 

[Two microscopes were exhibited and described, but for want of 
jlates that description would be unintelligible, and is therefore 
omitted. | 


6c F.” 


Dh, TREVITT, FROM THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINERAL WATERS OF OHIO, 
MADE THE FOLLOWING REPORT: 


From the earliest history of civilization, whether under Christian 
orheathen dispensation, and long before the light of chemical sci- 
ence had dawned upon the world, medicinal springs were known, 
appreciated and thronged by thousands of anxious invalids, in pur- 
wit of health by imbibing their healing waters, and laving in their 
luxurious baths, as well as by the votaries of pleasure, who in the 
tnjoyments of their own smiles, reflected from the placid waters, 
found the fountain of happiness vainly sought by ancient philoso- 
phy or modern conventional forms of fashionable society. A long 
list of names of the most distinguished ancients, graced by those of 
Hippocrates and Galen, bear testimony to their efficacy, and Celsus 
inhis eight books on Medicine assigned to kind nature’s pharmacy, 
‘high position in the healing art. 
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Our transatlantic brethren, more particularly those of France and 
Germany, have directed their attention very largely to this impor. 
tant subject; the waters of their medical springs having been ang. 
lyzed with great care and accuracy, and those deemed efficacious, 
are thronged with visitors in pursuit of health under the guidance 
of the most eminent medical advisers; many of these springs enjoy. 
ing a world wide reputation in the treatment of disease. 

There can be no reason to doubt butnature has been as liberalin 
the dispensation of her pharmaceutical and medicinal agents ready 
prepared from the mineral kingdom in this country and adapted to 
the treatment of disease in its protean forms, as she has been lavish 
of her favors in other departments of life; and yet, with the excep 
tion of a few of the States, the analysis of these waters has been 
comparatively neglected, or but carelessly performed. Indeed, ia 
this fast age, it would seem that even the medical profession is not 
disposed to tarry to analyze the properties of these invaluable treas- 
ures, and in our own noble State, with a population and wealth 
equal to the whole thirteen at the time of the revolution, and with 
many times the number of schools and seminaries of learning, but 
few of our very numerous medicinal springs of known virtue, have, 
as yet, been analyzed. 

Many of them nevertheless, are visited by invalids, and enjoy 
considerable reputation where no analysis has ever been made, ani 
with no certain knowledge of their medicinal virtues; visitors being 
attracted to them more from their disagreeable taste, or offensive 
odor, than by the light of science reflected from chemical analysis, 
or any critical investigation of their properties. 

The popular mind, ever upon the stretch for some panacea for all 
human ills, if not directed by the hand of science, is ever ready 
experiment with the products of nature’s labratory; and it is no 
strange that it should sometimes be led into fatal error by the sense 
of taste or smell. Many springs have attained to considerable emin- 
ence in popular estimation, from the purgative quality of the com 
mon salt, or the Epsom salts, which they contain, and the sulphe- 
retted hydrogen they evolve; and we find persons deluging thet 
stomachs with the same water for every variety of disease, from 
obstinate constipation and chronic diarrhoea of the adult, to the colit 
and cholera of children of the most tender age, with no clear or def 
nite idea of the principle upon which it is to kill or cure the subject 
of the experiment. 
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That the unskilled invalid in his eagerness for life should quaff the 
fowing waters so freely poured out by the unseen hand of his angel 
of health, but confirms the truth of man’s intuitive reliance upon the 
yisdom of his creator. While these waters whose sensible proper- 
ies proclaim their virtues trumpet-tongued tothe world, are known 
and appreciated, others, perhaps far more valuable from their appli- 
ubility to a greater variety of maladies, but tasteless and inodorous, 
are passed by, to waste themselves unseen and unknown to the inva- 
iid, whose soul-tenanted frame is falling into decay for the want of 
these unseen minerals to brace and strengthen its structure; for 
wme of the most valuable ingredients of these waters are held in 
quantities not sensible to human taste or smell. Indeed, it by no 
neans follows, that because water is limpid, tasteless and inodorous, 
because it is delicious as an agent to quench the thirst of man or 
east, that it is the less a valuable medicinal agent. 

The importance of an analysis of the mineral waters of the State, 
ud a familiarity with their*virtues to the profession, is impressed by 
the well known fact, that plants and animals in their physiological 
wndition require a large supply of minerals, and we contemplate 
vith admiration the divine arrangement by which the large quanti- 
lies of these agents are supplied: of the dime that is accu- 
mulated and deposited to perfect the bones: of the iron that flows in 
the blood to give strength and provide the color that imparts bewitch- 
ing carnation to lovely lips and furnishes the tints that announce 
the tender sensations of devoted hearts, or, depicts the emotion of 
thame through a mantled cheek, and we find that sulphur and phos- 
phorus, potash and sodium, magnesium and silica, are not only en- 
dowed with vitality but fulfil so important a part in the animal econ- 
omy that any deviation from their due proportions is imminently 
hurtful, and if that deviation be not speedily corrected will sooner or 
later result in disorganization and destruction to the entire animated 
tenement. 

If foreign ingredients are contained in that agent which was 
adopted by our first parents as the most suitable beverage for the 
human race, and which has been in universal use for man and ani- 
mals to the present moment, entering into and constituting, as this 
agent does, so large a proportion of the animal economy, these ingre- 
dients must leave their impress for good or for evil, and contribute 
fo promote health, strengthen the constitution and prolong life ; or, 
mm the other hand, enfeeble the animal, aggravate disease and hasten 
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dissolution, as they may be congenial or obnoxious to the living 
principle. 

Your committee believe that an enlightened policy of the Couneils 
of State would, in connection with a “ Bureau of Statistics,” provide 
for the analysis of these valuable waters with which nature has 99 
bountifully supplied us, but in the meantime would recommend to 
the profession that each member be requested to contribute some. 
thing from his respective neighborhood, to the accomplishment of 
the object in view. 

In this report your committee expects to do but little more thay 
awaken the attention of the profession to the importance and magni- 
tude of the subject before them; and to solicit from each a small 
contribution to the common stock for the general fund of infor 
mation. 

In addition to a report on the analysis, medicinal properties, &., 
of the artesian wells at Bryan, your committee has collected all the 
published results of the valuable mineral waters of the State, so far 
as they could be found, as well as the location of many of which but 
little is known, hoping thereby to call to them the attention of tho 
in their vicinity. 

ARTESIAN WELLS AT BRYAN, 0. 


An analysis of the water of the extraordinary artesian wells a 
Bryan, the county seat of Williams county, was made with great care 
and accuracy by T. G. Wormley, M. D., Professor of Chemistry in 
the Starling Medical College, &c., also a member of this committee, 

The town of Bryan, or “‘ Fountain City,”’ as itis familiarly called, 
on account of the peculiarly interesting character and abundance of 
the artesian fountains there, contains from twelve to fifteen hundred 
inhabitants ; and nearly every family in town is supplied with a per- 
petually flowing fountain, all of which possess the same uniform 
character, and, doubtless, have a common source. 


The country about Bryan is of a deep, rich, alluvial soil ; agently 
undulating surface ; is regarded as more than usually healthy, being 
more exempt from malarial disease than a like character of soil im 
other regions of the same latitude. 

These wells are obtained with but little labor and at a trifling 
expense. Two men, in from two to four days, with the most primi- 
tive kind of instrument for boring, can usually reach the subterranean 
stream, which, doubtless, has its source in an elevated and probably 
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distant region, from which a jet of water is thrown up with great 
force through the bore, probably under hydrostatic pressure, and 
overflows at the surface ; and, if enclosed in a tube, as a leaden pipe 
or a pump-stock, is thrown to the height of six, ten, and sometimes 
fifteen feet above the surface of the earth ; some of them at the rate 
of sixty barrels or more an hour! 


ORDER OF STRATIFICATION. 


In descending, the order of stratification is as follows : 
1st. Axtovrom, from four to siz feet. 
2d. Buvz Cray, sometimes extending to the hard pan, but gen- 
erally underlaid with 
3d. Buacx Sanp, which is sometimes blended, sometimes alter- 
nated with layers of white sand, and, in town, usually averages siz 
or seven feet, while, south of town, it has sometimes been found twenty- 
five feet. 
4th, Harp Pan, from three to four feet, composed of clay, sand, 
gravel, and perhaps marl, cemented so hard that it resists the action 
ofthe instrument almost as much as solid rock, requiring usually 
half the labor of the entire well. 
5th. Warer, the depth of which is not certainly known, but 
mquestionably a flowing stream of considerable breadth, as foun- 
tains corresponding with these have been obtained two or three miles 
to the eastward, and as far to the south. 
The result of Professor-Wormley’s analysis is as follows, viz : 
“Temperature of the water 45 deg.; that of the atmosphere 
being 72 deg. 
The amount of solid ingredents in one gallon of water is as follows: 
er NR) RPA 1.654 grains. 
do 
do 
do 


Hydrochloric acid.... 
Carbonic acid EE TTT a 
Free carbonic acid........ Sern ON eoeeee4.600 


Total amount of fixed matter in one gallon of water... 14.362 
21 
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The 4.600 grs. of free carbonic acid in one gallon would measure 
9.78 cubic inches. 

Combining the above ingredients, we have, of— 

Sulphate of potash... .ceecececcvececvcccssevess 3.062 grains, 
Chloride of iron........+6. cocccccccces 1.928 dy 
Carbonate of lime Sod ooe seus Ogee cense 2.718 do 
Carbonate of magnesia.....sssseeecececees +++ 6.654 do 
Alumina se eeee trace, 
Balica. .ccccccccces TIITETITITITITET TTT TTT TT 
Fixed salts, in one gallon..... th eeeeneeese ceeees 1.4362 grains, 
Free carbonic acid......... os500 0450000008 Seenws 4.600 do 

The amount of alumina was so small that a separate estimate of 
it could not be made ; so, also of the silica. The alumina is, however, 
included with the iron. 

The principal characteristic of the water is the large amount of 
magnesia which it contains, which is unusually large, and the amomt 
ofiron, which is, also, large. The water might be termed “ magnesian 
chalybeate.” 

LOW TEMPERATURE. 

One of the most striking characteristics of the water of these fou- 
tains is its remarkably low temperature at all seasons, ranging only 
from 10 deg. to 13 deg. above freezing, in the hottest weather. 

ARTESIAN FISH. 

Another interesting circumstance is the remarkable fact that, great 
numbers of a very small variety of fish come up from some of these 
fountains, specimens of which James W. Taylor, Esgq., late State 
Librarian, procured and kept for a long time in the State Library, 
for the inspection of the curious. 

In a scientific view, the analysis of the water of these extraordi- 
nary wells is important. Entirely unlike the surface water of that 
entire region, it unquestionably has its source in a geological form» 
tion unknown in that vicinity. 

The process adopted by nature by which the large quantitiesof 
chloride of iron, the magnesia and other ingredients are taken 
and held in solution, in this and similar cases, may not be easily 

explained. The water doubtless has its origin from some remolé 
source, if it be the result of a solution from strata through which’ 
percalates, unless the geological formation of that vicinity is entirely 
unlike what appearances upon the surface would indicate ; and, if 
we could suppose it to be caused by chemical action going on in the 
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garth, by the aid of water and internal heat, or the direct agency of 
yoloanic heat, the low temperature, and the living fish that are thrown 
out, sufficiently testify that the change must be effected at a remote 
point. 

FOR CULINARY AND OTHER USES. 


It is clear, pure, delicious, refreshing, as a beverage, to quench 
thirst, and is used exclusively by all the inhabitants for culinary 
purposes, for which it is regarded as of the very best quality. 


AS A MEDICINAL AGENT, 


These waters unquestionably possess remedial virtues of a high 
order. Strongly tonic, and mildly aperient and alterative, their 
malysis sufficiently indicates the number and the character of the 
diseases to which they are adapted, and when they shall have been 
thoroughly tested, and their use skilfully directed by the hand of 
sience, they will, no doubt, be appreciated as agents of no mean 
value. 

They are the only known waters in the State, and, with a single 
exception, in the United States, so far as is shown by the result of 
ay analysis within our knowledge, that contain iron, in the form of 
achloride. There may be others, but a pretty thorough research 
has failed to discover the record of any such. 

The acknowledged superiority of the chloride of iron in many 
affections, where it is indicated, would secure its more general use, 
but for the disagreeable taste of the drug as it is prepared in the 
shops, which renders it difficult of administration, especially to chil- 
dren and delicate persons. But in the dilute form in which it exists 
in these waters, pharmaceutically prepared by nature’s own hand, it 
may be taken as a delicious beverage, and in sufficient quantities, if 
persisted in, to fulfil most of the indications for which it is usually 
prescribed. As a tonic, in all the cases in which the other ferrugin- 
ous compounds are administered, this form of iron is at least equally 
a valuable as any of them, and from its physiological effect upon 
he urinary system, we might expect it to be an efficient agent in 
affections of the kidneys, bladder, urethra and the prostate gland, 
andexperience has demonstrated its great value in passive hemorrhage 
from the kidneys, uterus and bladder; and the success that has 
attended its use in gleet, leucorrhcea and the latter stage of gonorrhea, 
is only equaled in anemia, ehlorosis, scrofula and kindred affections. 
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The immediate sensible effect of this water when taken freely by 
those unaccustomed to its use, is that of a mild, but pretty brisk 
purgative, operating freely without the least pain or inconvenienee, 
the result of the magnesia, of which it contains enough to secure, 
healthy peristaltic action, promote the secretions, etc., without an 
danger from the debilitating effects to persons of feeble habits such 
as might result from the excessive purging that sometimes follow 
the free use of mineral waters more strongly purgative. 

The renowned ‘Saratoga Springs,”’ situated in that range of cou. 
try so famous for its salt springs, are all largely impregnated with 
common salt, to the purgative qualities of which they doubtless om 
much of the celebrity they have acquired as remedial agents. Th 
celebrated ‘‘Congress Spring” of this group, contains about 43 
grains of common salt to the gallon; or nearly a teaspoonful tos 
pint, .endering it exceedingly brackish, and disagreeable to the taste, 
and a brisk purgative if taken in quantities that would be indicated 
for use as a tonic. 

Some who are unwilling to wait for the results of remedies unles 
administered in heroic doses, may be skeptical as to the effect of irm 
in the quantity found in this water. Let such reflect that it is upm 
the slow and gradual introduction of this agent, which in healh 
always exists in the blood, and pervades every part of the system, 
that its success in the treatment of chronic diseases depends, and 
that the dilute form in which it exists in mineral waters is ths 
which is best adapted to be introduced through the medium of “the 
large mucus surface of the entire digestive canal, to every portia 
of which it is applied, and by which it is freely absorbed; thu 
reaching al] the tissues of the animal frame,’’ communicating » 
shock—eausing no congestion and resulting in no dangerous t 
action. 


: 


OTHER WELLS—-CARBURETTED HYDROGEN. 


Some two or three miles easterly from Bryan, three wells wer 
sunk near each other, to the respective depths of fifty, fifty-seven tal 
fifty-nine feet; all of which produced water so bitter that it was 
entirely unfit for use. And within eighteen feet of one and twenly- 


five feet of another of these bitter wells, at the depth of foriyim' 


feet, a vein was struck which poured forth an abundance of mot 
delicious water, apparently of the same quality as the Brys 
wells. 


a eee ne ee ee ee) ee a ee. 
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And not far distant, after boring about thirty feet, a strong cur- 
rent of carburetted hydrogen was thrown up, which coming in con- 
tact with a lighted taper, exploded, to the great alarm and some injury 
to the operator. Carburetted hydrogen in considerable quantities 
has also manifested itself in several other localities in that region, 
which gives rise to interesting inquiries among the people as to its 
source, whether attributable to decomposition and recomposition, 
the result of chemical action occurring in the earth, independent of 
heat, and proceeds from underlaying beds of coal, or other forms of 
carbonaceous matter, or from some other source. 


COLERAIN TOWNSHIP SPRING. 


The following analysis of a specimen of water from Colerain town- 
ship, Hamilton county, O., is taken from the Western Lancet, of 
September, 1848: 

Pt C. Bs cone econesnenseeoeuonss sexe 


Bi-Carbonate of Magnesia, a trace, 

Muriate of Lime,......seeees eooee ai tole sac Ae ne Pay 
Muriate of Magnesia,....... SOeTETTTeTeTrririr erry 
Muriate of Soda,.......eee0e ohedewedaceos piecereeees 
Sulphate of Lime,....+.,+200- beb06) 6b Nu40 d000% pinned 
lodine, a distinct trace, 

Bromine, a distinct trace, 


Solid matter in 32 f. F.....eseceeecees cecccee eee egrs. 59,7 
DELAWARE SPRINGS. 


The result of the analysis of the “Sulphur Springs,” at Delaware 
Ohio, made by Prof.H. Mitchel, of Kenyon College, as published by 
the proprietor of the springs, is as follows: 

One hundred grains of the deposit obtained by evaporating sev- 
tral gallons of water, contained, 

Muriate of Soda, (common Salt,)...+..esseeees eunages 
ee Severe TT TT 

Sulphate of Magnesia, (Epsom salts, ) 

Bulphate of Lime,.......0. coeeedons nese joeweces IE et. 

ET Mc. oc cccagenceteensoness pba bepeeee 
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And one wine pint contained, 
Sulphurretted Hydrogen Gas,......++++++++++++12 cubic inches, 
Carbonic Acid Gas,..cccccccccccccccccccccces DS % e 


This water, [ Delaware, | it seems owes its active medicinal virtues 
chiefly to the very large quantities of Muriate of Soda, and Sulphate 
of Magnesia it contains; and no better means of relief can be 
afforded in diseases dependent upon plethora, with its various mani- 
festations, than the judicious use of mineral waters of this class, 
which promote copious secretions from the bowels without irritation, 
and not only afford relief, as purgatives, but they act as deobstruents 
and alteratives, and are supposed by some, to imitate very closely, 
the critical evacuations that sometimes occur in the progress of disease 
relieving conjestion of the mucus membranes, the liver, etc., with 
out occasioning the commotion incident to the use of drastic purgs- 
tives. 

The well known celebrity that the water of these springs has 
acquired, since Prof. Mitchell’s analysis, is ample proof of its efficacy 
as a remedial agent. 

HART’S SPRING. 


About seventeen miles above Columbus, near the Scioto, is “Hart's 
Spring,’”’ said to be similar in its chief characteristics to the above. 
Its waters have been analyzed, but your committee has been um- 
ble to produce the results. 

It is regarded as highly valuable and is thronged with visitors 
during the summer months. 

There is a Sulphur Spring on the Miner farm, near Columbu, 
which appears to be quite similar to that of Delaware. 

The Yellow Spring, in Greene county, sixty-four miles north od 
Cincinnati, near the Little Miami river, on the Little Miami Rai- 
road, “‘is a copious and constant fountain, that issues between strats 
of arenacious limestone, and thus has geological characters perfectly 
identical with the chalybeate springs of the Olympian valley a 
Kentucky.” 

Your committee has not been able to obtain the result of te 
analysis of this spring, although made several years ago. Dr. Drake 
says, ‘‘the temperature of the water is 52 deg. f., precisely that o 
the other springs in the neighborhood. The water is transparent 
emits no bubbles, and has a slight chalybeate taste; but this does 
not prevent its being used for a variety of domestic purposes. Ia 
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composition it resembles all the other springs of a limestone country, 
with the addition of carbonate of iron. 

he water acts as a diuretic, but whether more than common 
water in the same quantity, is questionable. As a laxative its action 
is very small, if it can be considered as having this effect at all, with 
any uniformity. The water is rather restorative than curative, and 
as such it is admirable for convalescents. It is, if not the most potent, 
at least the most pleasant of tonics, and hence it is adapted to ex- 
hausted states of the system, following prior diseases of violence, or 
associated with dyspepsia, and various nervous disorders. 

In regard to this spring, Dr. Riddle [ Geological Report, O.,] says, 
“carbonic acid bi-carbonate of iron and bi-carbonate of lime, were 
the only substances appreciated by my experiments. Seldom indeed, 
are fountains met with in Ohio, yielding water of such great pu- 
rity.” 


WESTPORT SPRING. 


Dr. Bell, (Mineral Springs,) says “‘ the Westport Spring rises in 
the bed of Deer creek, a tributary of the Scioto River, from a vast 
bed of clay slate, which for many miles forms the bed of the creek, 
and a cliff along its banks twenty feet high. 

The water flows abundantly, so as to yield probably a barrel in 
two minutes, and when confined in a wooden tube it rises to the 
height of eighteen feet, and then runs over at the top. It contains 
sulphate of magnesia, iron and carbonic acid, which last gives it a 
sparkling appearance as it rises from the earth. In its operation 
itis moderately cathartic, and as such would be adapted to a number 
of morbid states not yet specified in its records.” 

For want of more extended information, we extract from Dr. Rid- 
dle (Geological Report,) the following brief notices of mineral 
waters in this State. 

Sulphur Spring, half a mile southeast from Urbana.—In the foun- 
tain water I detected sulphuretted hydrogen, carbonic acid, muriatic 
acid, lime, magnesia, and organic matter. Owing probably, tothe 
organic matter, it is a little unpleasant to the taste, and is conse- 
quently, not much frequented. 

Two Chalybeate Springs, near Dudley, Hardin county.—‘‘Rea- 


gents indicate the presence of muriatic, sulphuric and carbonic acids, 
lime, magnesia and oxide of iron. 
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Mineral Spring, on the east side of the Timochtee.—*Carbonate 
of lime and peroxide of iron, are plentifully precipitated. In a@d. 
tion to the carbonic acid, lime and iron, I found the water to contain 
magnesia, sulphuric and muriatic acids.”’ 

Two Sulphur Springs, on the Sandusky river, three miles beloy 
Upper Sandusky—‘ The water emits the odor of sulphuretted 
hydrogen, and deposits, on sticks and stones at the bottom, filamen. 
tous crystals of a white substance, which I take to be hydrate of 
sulphur, (lac sulphuris,) a definite compound of sulphur and water; 
silver coins become quite dark in the water in eight or ten minutes, 
The following substances answered to their appropriate tests, viz; 
sulphuretted hydrogen, sulphuric and muriatic acids, lime and mag- 
nesia. 

The Great Wyandot Spring is situated on a low piece of river bob 
tom, half a mile lower down, and eight or ten rods from the west 
bank of the Sandusky. This fountain is very copious, yielding pro- 
bably more than twenty gallons a minute. 

These waters unquestionably possess remedial virtues of a high 
order ; but unfortunately the site is subject to the sweeping inunds- 
tions of the Sandusky, on which account not even the rudes 
improvements for the accommodation of visitors have yet bee 
attempted.” 

Big Spring, at Springville, Seneca county.—* By a hasty exami 
nation with reagents, I found it to contain sulphate and muriate of 
lime. Carbonic acid and magnesia were not tested for. This foun- 
tain may be regarded as the head of the Auglaize, a large tributary 
of the Maumee river.” 

Fountain, in Sandusky county—‘“ Three miles and a half east of 
Sandusky, I crossed Green creek, which is said to rise in a single 
immense fountain, four miles above. The water is so brackish and 
sulphurous as to be of no use, except to turn mills. When it issues 
from the earth, it forms a pool of three acres extent, while the 
draining stream equals in size the Olentangy near its mouth. Sik 
holes are common in the country above its source; but whence 
comes so much mineral water ?”’ 


Spring, a mile west of Monroe, Huron county.—‘“I gave the 
water a slight examination detecting the presence of lime, muriati¢ 
and sulphuric acids. There is also a copious deposit of a dark steel 
gray powder, undoubtedly the sulphurate of iron, which, it appears 
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to me, results from the reaction of sulphuretted hydrogen, with the 
silpbate of iron ; which compounds, the decomposition of the pyrites 
(bi-sulphuret of iron, ) and shale may previously evolve.” 

Spring, in Greenfield township, Huron county,—* Half as large 
as the Yellow Spring, from which now slowly subsides the same 
ocherous sediment. It differs from the Yellow Spring water in spon- 
taneously yielding likewise a steel gray precipitate, or gunpowder 
deposit, the proto-sulphate of iron.” 


Mr. Whittlesey (Geological Report) mentions the following mineral 
springs as of some importance as remedial agents, but gives no 
analysis : 

Near the Mahoning in Milton township, Mahoning county, is a 
fine discharge of water strongly charged with uncombined sulphur. 


At Price’s mill, in the bed of the same stream, a small spring 
issues, which appears to contain several mineral ingredients not 
determinable withoutanalysis. 

In Edinburg township, Portage county, are springs. ‘‘ The water 
is abundant and not offensive, containing but a small quantity of sul- 
phuretted hydrogen gas.”’ 

“A copious discharge of water at Brandywine Mills, contains iron, 
a trace of sulphur and some unknown ingredients.” 

Mr. Briggs (Geological Report) mentions two mineral springs on 
the banks of the Maumee river, at Miltonville, Wood county. 

Carey’s Spring ‘‘ issues from a ledge of limestone, 15 or 20 feet 
above the head of the Timochtee, in Wyandot county. The water 
is highly charged with sulphuretted hydrogen, and some saline matter. 

It operates as a gentle cathartic upon those not accustomed to its 
use.’ ° 

Annapolis Sulphur Spring, “ discharges 4 or 5 gallons per minute. 
Bubbles of gas, probably sulphuretted hydrogen, occasionally rise 
tothe surface. This spring doubtless possesses remedial virtues.”’ 

Knisley’s or Crawford Sulphur Spring, located about 7 miles north- 
east of Bucyrus, on sec. 29, Sandusky township, near the Sandusky 
tiver. ‘The water is highly impregnated with sulphuretted hydro- 
gen, tarnishes silver and deposits a sulphurous precipitate a short 
distance from the spring. One of its most remarkable features is a 
deposit of a redish or purple sediment at the bottom, giving to the 
water a color resembling a tincture of idoine. The water contains 
sufficient saline matter to operate as a gentle cathartic when taken 
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in moderate quantities ; and is also diuretic and diaphoretic in its 
effects. This place may become one of our most valuable watering 
places.’’ 

“‘ Chalybeate Springs, on the opposite side of the river from Bucy- 
rus. The water contains some iron, which forms’a yellowish precip. 
itate. This water may be used as a tonic in some cases of debility.” 

Sulphur Spring, one and a half miles east of Zoar, Tuscarawas 
county. It has been used with some success for medicinial purposes, 

Their is also another sulphur spring three or four miles north of 
New Philadelphia, which may be of some value. 

Chalybeate Spring near Newcomerstown. It deposits oxide of 
iron in considerable quantities. This water will, without doubt, be 
valuable as a tonic in some diseases. 

Dr. Locke ( Geological Report) mentions the following springs, but 
furnishes no analysis of their waters : 

Chalybeate Springs, at Darrtown, Butler county. 

Chalybeate Springs nine miles from Dayton. 

Sulphur Springs, near Locust Grove, Adams county. 

‘*Massie’s Spring,” near Chillicothe. 

In conclusion, your committee hope, through the agency of the 
members of this Society, to receive contributions towards the inves 
tigation of the mineral waters of the State, either the result of thow 
already made, or by procuring the analysis of waters regarded of 
value to the profession and to mankind. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM TREVITT, 
W. W. DAWSON, 
THEO. G. WORMLEY, 
JOHN G. F. HOLSTON, 
Committee. 


66 G.”’ 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON A PLAN TO REGULATE THE PRACTICE OF 
PHYSIO IN THE STATE. 


The undersigned, members of the committee to whom was 
referred the consideration of a plan for the regulation of the prac: 
tice of physic in the State of Ohio, respectfully represent, that being 
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unable to concur entirely with the report submitted by the chairman 
of the committee, the recommendations therein contained, and the 
arguments by which they are enforeed, they have thought it due to 
themselves and to the Society to state their views of the feasible means 
of regulating and improving the practice of medicine in the State of 
Ohio. 

They feel sensible that no aid is to be expected from any legisla- 
tion which will restrict the practice of medicine to any class of per- 
sons, however qualified. Indeed, they entertain grave doubts 
whether such would be desirable, or would benefit a profession 
whose members must acquire reputation solely from their own per- 
sonal qualifications, rather than from their connection with any 
society, or the possession of any diploma or certificate. 

They therefore respectfully suggest, that the elevation of the pro- 
fession must be attained by the judicious use and extension of those 
means within our reach, which depend for their efficiency upon the 
application of the voluntary principle. Foremost among these agen- 
cies, your committee regard District Societies, whose stated meetings 
can hardly fail to develop good feeling, and professional and scien- 

‘tific emulation among the members of the profession in the district, 
and we earnestly recommend the formation of such societies where 
they do not exist, and their sedulous cultivation where they are at 
present in operation. They also suggest, that to these societies 
should be delegated the power of examining students, at the com- 
mencement of their studies, upon such subjects of general education 
as every man shall be expected to be informed upon, prior to under- 
taking the study of medicine. 

In this connection the members of your committee unite with their 
chairman in calling .your attention to the legal disabilities now 
attending the study of practical anatomy, and in urging upon your 
honorable body the necessity of taking proper steps to obtain the 
repeal of the present laws upon the subject, and the enactment of 
such a statute as may meet the end required. 

It is submitted that this society should urge upon every member 
the duty of getting up petitions from his own neighborhood upon 
this subject, and bring whatever influence he may possess to bear 
upon the legislature, to effect this purpose. Your committee refrain 
from any arguments to prove the necessity that the study of anat- 
omy should be legalized, believing their obvious nature will be 
apparent to every member of this society. The details to be 
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embraced in any such proposed measure, they also leave for further 
consideration. 

The undersigned members of your committee, believe that the 
best protection of the interests of the profession is to be found in 
the careful guards surrounding the modes of entrance into it. They 
believe that the uniform standard of attainment, in our graduates, 
would be desirable ; and to effect this, suggest the following pla: 
They recommend that all medical colleges in the State should be sep. 
arate in their eapacity of teaching, but should form one university 
for the purpose of granting of degrees, by means of a board o 
council of examiners, composed of two teachers from each college 
affiliating to compose said university, and members of this 
Society chosen annually, by this Society ; which council or board, 
or a majority thereof, should attend, at the affiliating colleges, at 
certain fixed times, for the purpose of examining such intending 
graduates as may apply ; such board also having power to deter 
mine the curriculum and length of study, and other qualifications 
they may deem necessary for graduation. 

In offering this plan, your committee are aware that it has been 
somewhat hastily sketched — the details they leave for the Society 
to determine upon. Should the colleges aecede to the plan, a billof 
incorporation will be necessary. 

RICHARD GUNDRY, 


J. M. BIGELOW, 
8. B. DAVIS, 


E. L. HILL. 


“ec H.”’ 


MINORITY REPORT NUMBER TWO, ‘‘ ON A PLAN FOR THE REGULATION @ 
THE PRACTICE OF PHYSIO IN THE STATE.”’ 


By Drs. A. H. Baker and W. P. Kincaid. 


The committee appointed, at the meeting of the Society in Cincit 
nati, June 8th, 1854, to report upon the subject indicated by the 
caption, consisted of Drs. Wm. H. Mussey, A. S. Dandridge, B 
Thompson, A. H. Baker, and W. P. Kincaid. 

The majority reported, through the chairman, Dr. Mussey, the 
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«the Ohio State Medical Society ’’ should “‘ urge upon the legisla- 
ture of the State of Ohio the enactment of a law creating a Board 
of Medical Examiners, for the following purposes, to wit: 

“1st. To decide upon the qualifications of all who may, in future, 
enter this State for the purpose of practising medicine and surgery. 

“9d. To docide upon the qualifications of all applicants for 
diplomas, in any and all medical colleges chartered by this State. 

«3d. To decide upon the occupancy of any and all medical 
ofices in State institutions,’”’ &c. 

The minority could not concur in the sentiments advanced in the 
report of the majority, and reported, briefly and respectfully, that 
they had not had the subject matter under consideration ; that they 
feared such an application ‘‘ would be attended with disastrous 
rather than favorable results ;’’ and that it was ‘‘ not only premature, 
but unwise ;’’ that there were reasons why ‘‘the subject under con- 
sideration should be touched with great care and deliberation.” 
This they believed had not been done, and asked the adoption of the 
following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the committee appointed to prepare a report to 
present to the legislature, be, and they are hereby requested to con- 
tinue their deliberations, and after a full and free interchange of 
opinion, report at the next meeting of the Society.” 

This ‘‘ full and free interchange of opinion ”’ has not taken place 
but the majority have taken exceptions to some of the language used 
in the minority report, and still urge upon the Society the adoption 
of their plan. To this the minority still object, and see no good 
reason for changing their opinion in regard to the policy, say nothing 
about the wtility. 

The minority consider the first object sought iliberal and unfair— 
that no distinction should be made between the graduates of the 
various respectable medical colleges of the United States; that it is 
inconsistent with the principles of a philanthropic and just people ; 
injurious to the interests of the profession, and denies the capability 
and integrity of the noble and talented gentlemen who compose the 
faculties of the numerous respectable schools of medicine and 
surgery. 

In reference to the second proposition, we would say, that we are 
in favor of a high medical qualification, but are not satisfied that the 
plan proposed is practicable, or, if so, that it would accomplish the 
object contemplated. We are sure, however, that it would interfere 
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with the rights of chartered institutions, that it would drive our med- 
ical students to colleges in neighboring States, where they could gain 
the object of pursuit withqut being subjected to so much inconye. 
nience and uncertainty ; and when medical science would be taught 
with as much advantage to the learner, as under our too watchfyl 
system of college destruction. We have been told that this cours 
would “fix the standard so high that students would attend o 
schools for the honor, &c.’”’ This will work better in theory than 
practice, for in this fast age, we all hasten to the goal by the most 
easy and direct route. The minority are proud to say, that in look. 
ing over this assemblage of medical votaries, they behold as many 
intelligent and noble looking gentlemen as ever congregated in Leg. 
islative halls, and each having upon his heart a ‘‘ standard of medical 
education,” high as eternal truth ; and wonderful to say, they have 
been educated in the ‘‘ good old way.” 

We take the position that we must remedy any evil that may exist, 
ourselves. Now suppose we could induce the ¢rustees of the medical 
colleges to determine that all vacancies in their respective Faculties 
should be filled by the “* Concour system,’’ and that, for the better 
regulation of college matters, and the elevation of medical literature, 
they would require such Faculties to meet annually or bi-annually 
at the different points where schools exist, beginning with the oldest, 
and following out the arrangement, till every section of country had 
been visited. Would not this bea more effectual mode of accom- 
plishing the object sought, than that proposed by the majority ? But 
time will not permit the further discussion of this proposition, so we 
hasten on to the third and last. 

In regard to the third we are of opinion that something should be 
done by legislative enactment to change the mode of selecting and 
electing medical officers for benevolent State institutions ; they should 
not be subjected to political influences. They should be selected 
in consequence of superiority in the special department they were 
elected to fill, and should hold the position for a given time, say ten 
years, unless removed by death, or for a violation of some established 
law, or gross misconduct. The credit of the State demands that 
something like this should be done. The honor and dignity of the 
profession demand it, and more than all this, the welfare of the 
unfortunate inmates demands it. 

Where political influences may change the medical adviser of 
superintendent at any time, we find these gentlemen, very often, 
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din a most unpleasant situation. To illustrate this position we 
call your attention to the condition of things in Cincinnati at the 
meeting of the ‘‘ Medical Superintendents of the Insane Hospitals,” 
in the United States ; which was heldin last month. The various 
institutions in the Union were represented by gentlemen highly 
qualified to fill such honorable and responsible positions, and as a 
general thing they possessed a fund of knowledge that could only 
be accumulated by the devotion of years to the study of mental 
disease. How were our noble institutions represented? By three 
“outs,” and three ‘‘ ins,’’ all highly respectable physicians, but the 
“outs ’? had not occupied the position long enough to enable them 
to advance materially the objects of the association, or stand forth 
as shining lights in that honorable body ; and the “‘ins”’ having but 
just received their appointment, could not make any display of ability 
notwithstanding their eminence in the medical and surgical ranks, 
“Qh! shame where is thy blush.”” The minority hope the Society 
vill give this subject its most profound attention; here is a legiti- 
mate field for cultivation, and the philanthropist may enter it with 
the full assurance that his labors will be crowned with success, 
then let the Society take a firm stand in the matter, and prepare at 
mee for action, for prompt and decisive action, is most clearly 
demanded. 

The minority would suggest the appointment, at an early period, 
ofacommittee of five to memorialize the Legislature, upon this 
subject. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
A. H. BAKER, 
W. P. KINCAID. 


“ I,” 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

Your committee, appointed at the last session of this Society, on 
Medical Societies, beg leave to make a partial report. 

As the members composing your committee were located at a 
distance from each other, the chairman took upon himself the respon- 
sibility of endeavoring to become acquainted, as far as possible, with 
the regular Medical Societies of this State, and, for that purpose, 
addressed printed circulars to each county in the State, making 
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inquiries of members of the State Medical Society, (where they were 
known to reside in the county addressed, ) and, in other instanees, of 
any regular physician. 

The committee was persuaded that some of the auxiliary societies 
of this society had perished, and, hoping to learn how many yet 
remained, and in what condition, was prompted to issue and ciroy- 
late the circulars, as above stated. 


A prompt answer was received to more than twenty of the circu 
lars sent, which, considering the attention usually paid to such ingui- 
ries, as gathered from committees of the American Medical Association, 
your committee thinks the time adopted for issuing the circular, 
to wit: a short time before the answers are needed, is much better 
than the course usually pursued ; for, as a general rule, a matter 
which does not need immediate attention, is deferred from time to 
time, until it is entirely neglected. 


From Auxiliary Society, No. 11, an answer to the circular was 
received from Dr. McMeens, giving a statement of cases reported, 
and reports of cholera hospital, with various papers on interesting 
subjects, including one on the geology of Erie county ; yet the 
closing words of his answer shows a state of inactivity in the society, 
which seems almost universal in the State. He says: 


«‘ The society is rather on the wane, from the indisposition on the 
part of the fraternity, in the surrounding country, to unite or attend 
our meetings, as well as a degree of negligence on our own part” 

The society numbers fourteen members. The stated times of 
meeting were not given. 

Dr. Dorsey, from Auxiliary Society, No. 12, answered the ciret- 
lar, and also sent a copy of the constitution, by-laws, d&c., of the 
society. There are few societiesin the State, if any, more active 
than the Miami Medico Chirurgical. Dr. D. says, in his letter: 

«« At present, our meetings are monthly, except in thé months of 
July, August and September; essays are read, cases reported and 
discussed.’’ 

There are twenty-three members’ names subscribed to the printed 
constitution, dated 1851. The additional members, if any, sinc 
that date, are not given. 

From Auxiliary Society, No. 15, Dr. John OC. Reeve wrote # 
follows : 
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«Jt has about thirty members; the papers presented are of a 
professional character, entirely. We meet always quarterly : during 
the winter, generally, monthly. The members are all regular physi- 
cians. There are only three respectable members of the profession, 
in this city, who are not members.” 

Auxiliary society, No. 16. Dr. Jas. M. Musgrove answered the 
circular, giving the names of officers, including a board of censors, 
and closed his letter, as follows : 

« As yet we have had no essays presented to the society, and our 
discussions have been so irregular that no notes have been taken of 
them.” 

The number of members was not given. In the transactions, for 
1854, this society is numbered eighteen, and the Shelby County 
Society placed at sixteen—for what reason your committee are unable 
to say. 

From Auxiliary, No. 19, Dr. 8. S. Scoville gave the names of the 
oficers, but not the number of members.* He wrote: 

“We have, at every regular meeting, an essay on some medical 
subject, read by some member appointed for that purpose ; also, 
reports from each township, in reference to prevailing diseases, 
whether epidemic, endemic or sporadic ; treatment, &c., &c. Also, 
reports of special cases of unusual interest ; all of which are discussed 
at considerable length, by the members.” 

From Auxiliary, No. 22, Dr. T. B. Williams wrote, in answer to 
the circular : 

“Tcan only say, we organized a society here in 1852—the Dela- 
ware County Medical Association—with Dr. R. Hills, as President, 
and Dr. M. Gerhard, as Secretary. We had regular monthly meet- 
ings for about eighteen months, since which time we have had no 
meeting. Some of our members lived a considerable distance in the 
country, and could not make it convenient to attend, and, in conse- 
quence, we had to suspend.”’ 

At Hamilton, the first of May, your committee learned from Dr. 
Huber, that Auxiliary, No. 17, has eighteen members; that the 
society meets quarterly, and hears essays previously agreed upon, 
and discusses reports of cases, &e. 

Auxiliary, No. 9, has had no meeting since the autumn of its 


*Dr. Kinkaid reported “ about Nd members,” when interrogated by your 
committee, when the report was read 


22 
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admission as an Auxiliary of the State Society ; and by oral info. 
mation, your committee believes Auxiliary, No. 1, is in nearly the 
same condition.* 

How many others are in a drooping condition, or disbanded, you 
committee has no means of ascertaining, as fewer replies were received 
from Auxiliary Societies than from those which have never become 
Auxiliary to the State Societies; and yet a majority of the replies 
received were from members of the profession, where no county or 
district society existed. 

Dr. Geo. Mendenhall reported the Cincinnati Medico Chirurgie 
Society in a flourishing condition, with about fifty members. This 
society is about 14 years old. 

Dr. Wm. Bell, of Xenia, reported the Green County Med. Society 
as a “talented” society, with twenty-five or twenty-six memben, 
which holds ‘ class-meetings’’ four times a year, talking much, bit 
writing none. He further stated that the society had passed resol- 
tions, at its last meeting, to apply for membership as an Auxiliary, 
which would have been done before, had they known the necessary 
initiatory steps. 

Your committee received the constitution, by-laws, &c., of the 
‘‘ Highland Medical Society,’’ of Highland county, published in 1883, 
This society was established in 1838, and, in 1853, had eighteen 
members. Article second, of the constitution of this society, makes 
it obligatory on every member of the society to keep a record of the 
rise and progress of the epidemics of each year, d&c., which recoris 
shall be presented to the society, and read at regular meetings, ot 
transmitted to the society. 


Dr. W. H. Phillips, of Kenton, wrote that a society existed there 
called the Hardin county Medical Association, but did not give the 
number of members, and the subject of but one discussion—Necrosis. 

Dr. J. P. Bing, of Ironton, wrote that an “Iron region Medical 
Association existed in Lawrence and three of the adjacent counties 
-but at the same time stated that “ it is nearly disbanded, hav nghad 
‘no regular session for two or three years.” 


From Lucas county your committee received answers from Dr. 
W. W. Jones and Dr. 8S, F. Forbes, from which was learned the fact 





*Since coming to this city, Dr. A. H. Baker has informed the committee that 
Auxiliary, No. 1,is ina much better condition than your committee had supposed, 
from information heretofore received. 
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that a society had been formed some years ago in the city of Toledo. 
Dr. Jones said of it, ‘‘it failed to accomplish the desires of its 
friends, and it accordingly died. We are in hopes soon to organize 
one on a more durable basis.”’ 

Dr. Forbes said of the Toledo Society —< from that too frequent 
and unfortunate propensity among physicians, namely, that of quar- 
relling with one another and against their own interests, the society 
did not survive more than a year or so; and since that time, though 
we have repeatedly made efforts to establish a regular medical 
organization, we have never been able to do so.” 

Dr. Charles Robertson, of McConnellsville answered the circular 
addressed to him, as follows : 

“The Morgan County Medical Society was organized in 1840, by 
an act of incorporation from the Legislature. The number of mem- 
bers at this time is about twenty.’’ 

Dr. Robertson also forwarded a copy of the constitution, by-laws, 
code of ethics, &c. 

From the code of ethics your committee make the following quo- 
tations : “‘ Therefore no member of this society shall either by pre- 
cept or example contribute to the use or circulation of a secret nos- 
tram, whether it be his own invention, exclusive property, or that of 
another.” ‘* The strictest temperance should be deemed incumbent 
onevery member.” ‘No physician of honorable feelings, or who has 
a proper sense of the dignity, and a due regard for the honor of the 
profession, will be found associating in consultation with an eee i 

Dr. Spillman, of Medina, wrote as follows : 

“The Medina County Medical Society was formed Oct. 29th, 
1833, and under an act of incorporation from the Legislature of 
Ohio, was duly organized Feb. 6th, 1834, and has been in existence 
ever since. Number of resident members at present, eighteen. The 
subjects of papers read and discussed embrace the whole science of 
medicine. At its last meeting the constitution and by-laws were so 
amended as to nearly resemble those of the State Society. The old 
constitution and by-laws having been made at an early day, were 
regarded as not being in full keeping with the improvements of the 
present day, nor the wants of the Medical Republic. Its meetings 
are quarterly.’’ 

Dr. W. D. Scarff, of Bellefontaine, wrote, ‘‘ some three years ago 
we had in Bellefontaine an organization which we called the Logan 





306 Transactions of the Medical Society. (March; ° 


County Medical Society, consisting of about a dozen members, Two 
or three meetings were held by the association, after which the 
society ceased to exist from the fact that it was found to be impos- 
sible to procure the regular attendance of its members.” 

Dr. A. Belding, of Ravenna, wrote as follows, without giving the 
name of the society : 

‘«We organized last December, and have met twice since that 
time ; our discussions have been little other than relating to by-laws, 
fee bill, &c.; we have in all nineteen members.” 


Dr. Charles ©. Hildreth, of Zanesville, wrote—*I regret very 
much toinform you that we have no regular medical society in our 
county at present. The last meeting of the Muskingum County 
Medical Society, was held abouta year ago, nor do I see any prospect 
of its restoration to life very soon. It may be merely a case of sus. 
pended animation, but I am inclined to believe the institution is dead 
—supposed cause, want of interest among its members.” 


Dr. J. H. Olds, secretary of the Pickaway Medical Association, 
forwarded to your committee a written copy of the constitution of 
said society, with the names of its members, &c. He says at a 
meeting of the Pickaway Medical Association held in this place 
(Circleville) on the 13th inst, the Secretary was instructed to take 
the necessary steps to make this society auxilliary to the State Society; 
in compliance therewith I subjoin our constitution, &c., as required 

y said society. Our association is in its infancy, and as yet there 

ave been no papers.”” In a postcript was added, ‘‘ our society has 
adopted the code of Ethics of the National Association.” At the 
time this report was made the society numbered eighteen members, 
with a fair prospect of an accession at its next meeting, to beheld on 
the 29th of May. 

Dr. L. W. Foulke wrote as follows : 

«The Ross County Medical Society was organized in Chillicothe, 
18th Dec., 1847. It adopted the National Medical code of Ethics, 
as its basis, and progressed favorably for a number of years, some 
excellent medical papers being read. Dr. William Waddle, one of 
our most eminent physicians, and one of its founders, assumed to 
himself the right to consult with any and all empirics he choose, 
caused much trouble in the Society, and after withdrawing, there 
being so much bickering and unpleasant feeling, the society gradu- 
ally thinned untilit died. The Dr. W. also withdrew from the State 
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Medical Society at Dayton, in 1854, The Society did not understand 
his object, and leave was granted him to withdraw, yet he was deter- 
mined no society should ever control his independent action, and he 
js now openly the consultant of all quacks, Eclectics, Homeopathists, 
Urine doctors, and any that will call on him, and consequently is 
sustained by the friends of every species of quackery, and commended 
for his independence, and as a result, it pays well.” 

Your committee think there should be some plan adopted to resus- 
itate the decaying or failing societies if possible, and prompt attention 
given to forming new ones where none exist. Furthermore, that a 
complete numerical revision of the auxilliary societies should be had, 
and that those completely defunct should no longer encumber the 
transactions of this Society, and for the purpose above named that 
the Medical Association, known as auxilliary No. 9, of this Society, 
be erased from the transactions, and that a change be made in the 
number of auxiliaries where they conflict. The object of this is seen 
ina moment when your committee reports the action of the last session 
of this Society, as well as that already referred to, where two societies 
occupied the same number. At the last session of this Society the 
Athens, Morgan and Washington Medical Association, was admitted 
as auxiliary number 22, which number had been given to the Dela- 
ware Medical Society in 1854. 

Your committee would recommend the admission of the Pickaway 
Medical Association as an auxilliary to this Society. 

T. WINSLOW GORDON, 
Chairman Com. on Medical Societies. 


REPORT 
ON DIFFICULTIES GROWING OUT OF ALLEGED MAL-PRACTICE IN THE 
TREATMENT OF FRACTURES. 


The committee on Surgery, fully recognizing the importance of the 
duties imposed upon them, have had the same under as careful con- 
sideration as other professional duties would permit, and earnestly 
desiring so to discharge such duties as shall most promote the dig” 
tity and usefulness of the profession, beg leave, very respectfully, to 


REPORT, 
That numerous topics, intrinsically important and interesting, have 
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invited their attention ; that they are not disposed to treat these with 
neglect or indifference ; but that a standing, and apparently cump. 
lative evil, an evil bearing with the weight of an incubus upon the 
profession, has been so prevalent in the circle of their profession] 
acquaintance, during the past year, as to indicate to them the propriety 
— if not to enjoin upon them the imperative duty of making it the 
exclusive subject of their attention. Your committee allude to the 
frequency of difficulties on account of alleged mal-practice, in the 
treatment of fractures. 

We have not instituted correspondence with a view to inform ow- 
selves as to the mere frequency of these occurrences. The cases 
reported, with several others not included in the report, were forced 
upon the observation of a single member of your committee, during 
the year past, by parties to the difficulty, who sought testimony or 
sympathy. During one week, in as many different counties, fou 
cases were tried. 

As a general fact, these cases are not regarded as importantif 
proceedings are arrested short of atrial. But your committee ar 
obliged, from their observation, to believe that this is usually a mis- 
taken idea. We admit, that when the surgeon has sufficient decision 
and independence to take a stand in favor of his practice, and 
unswervingly maintain it, to entertain no terms of compromise, bit 
boldly defy prosecution, the best issue for the profession and the 
individual implicated, is a stay of proceedings by the prosecutor. 
But our observations indicate to us that for every one case in which 
proceedings are stayed short of a trial, at the instance of the plaintiff, 
three are arrested by a compromise which concedes the vital point 
in the controversy, viz: that there has been mal-practice in th 
case. 

As specimens of these difficulties, and of the way in which mem- 
bers of the profession are seriously injured by them, and of the 
means by which they are multiplied, we report the three following 
cases : 


Casz 1. Dr. P—, a most worthy graduate of one of the medical 
schools of Ohio, a gentleman of five year’s experience, in go0d 
standing, and of fine promise, was entrusted with the treatment of 
single fracture of the femur, occurring just below the trochanter 
major. The patient was J. W—, an lishman, aged 60 years. The 
treatment was conducted in a shantee, with such aids and conve 
niences as such establishments are ordinarily expected to afford. 
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The results were not satisfactory to the patient. He uttered com- 
plaints. He was very much crippled for nearly a year. Sympa- 
thisers saw this, and clustered about him — became numerous and 
busy —even satisfactory medical testimony was considered enlisted. 
An attorney was consulted, and here matters took a turn. 

The attorney requested certificates of bad practice from gentle- 
men in the profession, named by himself. These gentlemen took a 
prompt and decided stand in favor of the surgeon. They justified 
both the practice and its results. The case was thus arrested, but 
not in time to save either the feelings, the reputation, or the business 

_ of the surgeon. 

Being a sensitive man, and probably not thoroughly informed as 
tothe effect of the lapse of time, or the standard of success as to 
shortening and deformity, in such cases, under a deep sense of mor- 
tification and disgrace, he settled up his affairs and moved to a 
distant State. 

Cask 2. Of this we are not permitted to give particulars. The 
inowledge of them is confined to the physician, the father of the 
patient, and a member of your committee. 

A respectable physician treated a fracture of the bones of the 
fore-arm, near the elbow joint. The patient was achild under the 
weof 12 years. The result was not satisfactory tothe father. At 
the end of a few months, there was still remaining considerable 
deformity, with impaired usefulness of the arm. Steps were taken 
towards a prosecution, of which the surgeon learned. To arrest 
further proceedings, stay the imputation of mal-practice impending, 
and secure entire secresy, the surgeon submitted to the very humil- 
iting terms of sacrificing his claims for services, and paying, from 
very scanty means, the sum of 150 dollars. 

Cask 3. Dr. H—, also a graduate of an Ohio medical college, 
aman of good sense, in good practice, an energetic and worthy man, 
was called upon to treat a case of Colles, fracture of the radius. Of 
the appliances used we are not informed. An adjustment being 
made, the use of a sling and quietude were enjoined. On visiting his 
patient within a day or two, he found his directions in regard to 
these had been entirely disregarded. The consequences were great 
swelling and vesication. He now re-adjusted the dressings, adapting 
them to the increased size of the limb, and enjoining quietude and 
the use of a sling in the most emphatic manner. On passing, a few 

hours afterwards, he found his patient in the act of climbing an apple 
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tree. Very soon he was summoned to aitend a legitimate effect of 
such recklessness — sloughing from still increased swelling, and con- 
sequent renewed tension of bandages. 

From this time the case was tedious and troublesome, and already 
foreshadowed an unfortunate issue. The eventual result was 
deformity, with considerable impairment of both flexion and exten. 
sion of the hand. 

A prosecution was commenced. To the credit of the legal pro. 
fession, be it uttered, some difficulty was experienced in findings 
lawyer to undertake the case. The services of one were, however, 
finally procured, who commenced an action against the doctor “for | 
malfeasance in practice !’’ 

This action was arrested by acompromise, unfortunate alike to the 
surgeon and the profession. The doctor sacrificed his bill and paid 
100 dollars and all the costs. 

Two points, common to these cases, call for reprehension : 

1. In each, compromises were made within one year—assuming 
that the reparative process was completed within that time. But 
this period is not sufficient to give full plav to the modeling part of 
the process of union. This modeling process is scarcely more than 
alluded to in our text-books. It is that part of the process by which 
—the continuity and strength of the bone having been already restored 
—its symmetry and usefulness are, as far as may be, perfected. For 
illustration : In fractures of the femur, the bones may overlap, 8 
that the fractured surfaces are not in contact. In this relation to 
each other they unite. The continuity and strength are thus pro 
vided for. All this may occur within a few months. But, though 
the continuity and strength of the bone are thus provided for, and 
perhaps perfectly restored, its symmetry and usefulness are only 
partially restored. There are projecting, osseous prominences, 
perhaps sharp spicula, giving rise to deformity, irritating surrounding 
parts, and impairing usefulness. The modeling process has, for one 
of its objects, the carrying away of these. It consists of a process of 
absorption, affecting first the earthy, then the animal constituents. 
They are thus rendered soft and flexible—sharp spicula gradually 
become obtuse—rough prominences thus become rounded and smooth, 
so, that in the lapse of along period, the injured limb comes to imitate 
both in physical characters and usefulness, the corresponding unit- 
jured one. The fractured femur in case first continued to improve 
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{ill the result is satisfactory even to the patient. In cases second 
and third, also, there has been very great improvement ; so that, 
in all these cases, the surgeons deeply regret not having taken a 
more independent course. 


2, All these cases were settled on humiliating terms. As long 
as surgeons do this, these inflictions will be meted out to the profes- 
sion, We can scarcely censure an individual for staying proceedings 
in such a case, on any terms. The anxiety, the loss of reputation, 
the mortification and disgrace attached to even the idea of a prose- 
cution for mal-practice, are such that few are willing to incur them. 
Let these individuals, however, be impressed with the mistake they 
make. Prosecutions for mal-practice rarely succeed. Besides, let 
them compromise on sacrificing terms, and they lay the ground work 
for another difficulty, on the occurrence of the next unfortunate 
result. We would suggest to these individuals to consult the most 
influential and able surgeons within their reach. If these, upon inves- 
tigation, take ground, and made common cause with them, your 
committee urge upon them, and, in behalf of the profession, demand 
of them to vindicate their own reputation, and the dignity of the 
profession, by subjecting their case to such an investigation as a 
prosecution includes. As strongly contrasted with these cases, both 
in its effects upon the individual and the profession at large, we 
report 

Casz 4. I. M., aged 42, sustained a compound fracture of the 
leg, at the junction of the lower and middle third. Dr. G, aman 
of good reputation, and fair experience as a surgeon, was employed 
to treat the case. He made an adjustment, and adopted the use of 
a fracture box, making extension, as usual, from a foot piece. He 
stated to the family, that the main end to be secured, for a length of 
time, was such a condition of the limb as would most certainly avert 
inflammation, and other disastrous consequences, and, that the reduc- 
tion and retention of the fractured bones was, for the present, secon- 
dary to this end. 

The case proved to be a most serious one. The patient suffered 
very great pain. Intense inflammation occurred, threatening morti- 
fication. To allay this, the bandages and all sources of obstruction 
to the circulation were, as far as possible, removed. From these 
circumstances, the family imbibed the impression that the doctor was 
indifferent to that fundamental item in the treatment, the “ setting 
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of the bone.’’ This gave rise to dissatisfaction that culminated in the 
doctor’s dismission on the fifteenth day. 

The case proved very serious, resulting in extensive suppuration, 
and very grave constitutional symptoms, greatly threatening the 
patient’s life. Necrosis occurred, resulting in the separation of 
large number of sequestra, sufficient, in the aggregate, to fill a wine 
glass. The patient’s condition improved, however, so that, at the 
end of a year, he was able to get about, with the aid of cruthes. He 
was still suffering from necrosis, the limb being somewhat atrophied, 
and his general health being only very imperfectly restored. On 
his getting up, one of his first movements was to confer with an attor- 
ney, in relation toa prosecution. In furtherance of this end, medical 
testimony was solicited ; the ground on which it was proposed to 
predicate an action, being a failure to reduce the fracture at the 
proper time, and the unsurgical result which, it was claimed, grew 
out of such failure. 

The doctor took a firm stand, claiming that the practice was right, 
and that the result was right, as far as he was responsible for it 
After a good deal of threatening and complaining, the case was 
rested, leaving the doctor’s reputation unscathed, and the dignity 
of the profession untouched. 

An examination of this case, with reference to the result, showed 
it to be about an average one for the character of the case. The 
limb is somewhat atrophied—there is but little deformity about the 
site of the fracture—the foot is rotated somewhat, and greatly ex- 
tended ; the ankle-joint is anchylosed ; the shortening amounts to 
one and one-eighth inches. 

Casz 5. Dr. J., a worthy man, formerly a practitioner of medi- 
cine, is now settled in the quiet pursuits of husbandry. A neighbor, 
J. &., sustained an injury, consisting of a fracture of the fibula, with 
dislocation of the tarsus outwards, and consequent laceration of the 
internal lateral ligament of the ankle-joint. Dr. J. was near athand 
when the accident occurred, and was appealed to to render assistance. 
He told his neighbors that he had long since relinquished practice, 
and that he could not assume the responsibility—plead to be released 
—insisted on a practitioner being sent for—but finally gave way t 
the appeals of his neighbor, not failing, however, to eschew all sad 
sponsibility as to the result; distinctly impressing it upon the mind 
of patient and friends that he did it entirely as an act of neighborly 
kindness ; that he could and would not do it in view of compensa 
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tion; and that, in case any unpleasant contingency arose, he must 
be released, and a practitioner employed. 

He made an adjustment. The case was doing well on the third 
day, when, on making a visit to his neighbor, he found a doctor 
present, who was engaged in a plea with the family to undress the 
limb, that he wight be permitted to inspect it. He learned that the 
doctor had not been employed, but had assumed to call and look at 
the ease. The family gave way under his influence to such a degree 
that Dr. J. was now induced to take a determined stand, and formally 
notify the family that he would have no further connection with the 
case, and that they were left to do as they pleased. 

The new-comer undressed it, expressed himself as gratified with 
the condition of the limb and the character of the dressings, and then 
re-applied them himself. 

Dr. J. saw nothing more of the case, in any capacity, after that 
time. He learned, however, that the man was to be moved a distance 
of twelve miles, on the ninth day, and, as professional aid was not 
yet employed, he suggested that there was danger in such a step, 
and that it should not be taken without surgical advice and super- 
vision. His suggestions, however, were disregarded—the patient 
was moved, and the doctor supposed his anxieties at an end. Event- 
ually, however, he gets about. He now finds an angle in the fibula. 
Ere long there is partial dislocation of the tarsus; he walks on the 
inner side of the foot ; he is crippled, and now the sequel. 

An attorney is consulted, a respectable member of a highly respect- 
able firm. This very worthy gentleman seems to take into account 
two features of the case. 1st. The crippled condition of his client. 
&d. The fee that glitters in the distance. At the first he seems to 
have been smitten with horror and irtlignation. The last, most 
probably, threw him into a rapture of delight. The two quite over- 
come him ; and he tamely lends himself to this man of narrow head 
and narrower heart, to engage in the sacriligious work of resurrect- 
ing, resuscitating and rejuvenating the voluntarily dead, buried and 
abandoned professional character of this kind-hearted neighbor, and 
forgetting, or insensible to the sacredness of that which he persecutes, 
exhibits an exquisite relish for besmearing such fair proportions with 
hated odium—a most ardent zeal in indemnifying his client for the 
consequences of his own beast-like stupidity and fiend-like meanness, 
and, as a compensation for such eminent services, he takes within 
his greedy grasp that glittering trifle in the distance, the intensity 
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of whose brightness so overpowers his vision as to obscure and 
bedazzle all intervening considerations. 

The case is now pending and will probably be tried at the June 
term of the Court of Common Pleas of Union county. The defense 
admits the result to be unfortunate, but disclaims all responsibility, 

Every surgeon of experience has observed difficulty from cases of 
this kind. The tendency to dislocation, which characterizes them, 
originates in a combination of causes. 

1. There is an absence of muscular support and protection to 
the ankle joint, such as the hip and shoulder are provided with. 

2. The fracture is merely subcutaneous, and consequently the 
bone unites slowly, continuing for a long time to be weak. 

3. In complete dislocations of this character there is, of necessity, 
extensive ligamentous rupture, and, although this is subcutaneous, 
and there is a kind of union within a moderate length of time, this 
union is not of such strength and firmness as to be more than a very 
imperfect substitute for the original structures. 

4, The principal function of this part of the fibula is lateral sup- 
port, and, though before the lapse of very much time, the union wil 
ordinarily have attained such a degree of firmness as to enable the 
bone to give a good deal of support in the direction of its axis, it 
readily yields to a much less force when applied to its extremeties 
and in a lateral direction. 

Hence the origin of difficulty in this case. Hence the necessity of 
giving lateral artificial support in many of these cases, for from one- 
half to one or two years. Hence, too, the provoking absurdity of 
proposing to make him who has the supervision of the case, for the 
first few days merely, responsible for a difficulty that is far in the 
future, and, even then, is avoided by the good sense and prudence 
of the patient, rather than the skill of the surgeon. 

Case 6. The parties to this case are Drs. Tolland Jones and John 
8. Whitacre, both of Madison county, Ohio. 

Dr. J. is in his early prime, having had seven or eight years’ expe- 
rience in the profession. He is engaged in practice in London, his 
native village, is surrounded by an extensive train of relatives and 
the varied endearments growing out of the associations of a lifetime. 

He is a sensitive man, possessing a good general education, is well 
acquainted with his profession, and in every particular entirely 
worthy of the very respectable position which he holds in his com- 

munity. 
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These things are mentioned asin many respects tributary in the 
given case, to the months of anxiety, of deep mortification and bitter 
suffering, which the imputation of mal-practice could not fail, in such 
circumstances, most keenly to inflict. 

Mr. Whitacre sustained a very oblique compound fracture of the 
leg, May 10, 1853, occurring at about the junction of the upper and 
middle third. The obliquity was from before, backwards and 
upwards. 

Dr. J. lived some eight miles distant, visited him at once, found 
him in a cabin, presenting very little of either comfort or convenience, 
for surgeon or patient. 

A double inclined plane with the ordinary foot board was con- 
structed, and on this, after the adjustment of the fracture, the limb 
was placed. For the more immediate and direct support of the parts, 
elm bark, denuded of its epidermis, was used. The patient was 
visited every alternate day. The details of the dressings were mod- 
ified from time to time, but the same general plan was persisted in_ 
The case advanced in every way pleasantly, so that against the 17th 
day the wound in the soft parts had closed, and the injury had 
become simple and promising. 

At this juncture it was suggested by the patient or his friends, that 
as all was doing well, and there seemed but little for the doctor to 
de, he need not return to the case until called upon. As no very flat- 
tering prospect of a compensation presented itself, the doctor yielded 
aready assent to the proposition. From that time, not being called 
upon, he saw nothing more of the case. 


The patient had a rather rapid getting up. Expressed himself on 
several occasions as well satisfied with the result; got so well as to 
prove himself quite expert in a game of jumping, but less so in ten- 
dering to the doctor a remuneration for his services. After the lapse 
of more than two years, a suit was instituted before a justice to 
recover the bill. To this W. responded with a claim for damages 
on account of mal-practice, in the sum of $2,000. Atrial was had, 
and W. recovered $300, this being the extent of the jurisdiction of 
the justice. From this decision the doctor took an appeal, and it 
was the judgment already obtained, the odium already incurred, in 
connection with the circumstance already adverted to, that gave bit- 
terness to the doctor’s mortification, during the intervening months, 
The case was tried at the March term of the Court of Common 


= eee 


eR 











316 Transactions of the Medical Society. [ Mareh 


Pleas for Madison county, Judge Bates presiding Both parties 
were ably represented by counsel. Whitacre’s counsel alleged in 
their petition that the practice was unsurgical and unskillful, thy 
improper appliances, appliances unknown to surgery wey 
used, that the result was unsurgical and inexcusable, in consequence 
of which their client was crippled, for which he claimed damages, 

All of which the plaintiff denied. 

The doctor indicated his consciousness of his own profession 
rectitude, by calling upon his professional brethren, far and near, fy 
their testimony. 

The details, as heretofore given, appeared in testimony. An exam. 
ination by medical witnesses, ordered by the court, made it appara 
that the management of the case was such that there was con. 
paratively little suffering, and no impairment of the geneni 
health of the patient; that the principal inconvenience remai. 
ing, originated in the close relation of a point of bone to th 
integument, in consequence of which it was somewhat sensitive, ani 
easily irritated, that there was little deformity, no atrophy, only ow 
halfinch shortening, and but very slight impairment of either strengt 
or usefulness ; in brief that the ¢reatment was right, the result rig, 
and all was right, only that the doctor wanted a bare remuneratia 
for his services. 

The jury rendered a verdict allowing the doctor his bill, which 
course, amounted to a full endorsement of his practice, and render 
his triumph complete. 

Although we have spoken of the treatment and result in this cax 
as creditable to the surgeon, there is one point to which we cann0 
forbear to call your attention, i. e.: the length of time the treatment 
was continued. Although it may or may not be a question, as 
whether the surgeon should continue his visits a distance of 8 miles, with 
out prospect of compensation after the 17th day, there is no questions 
to his greatly hazarding his reputation by his failing to doso. You 
committee consider it unsafe to leave any of the larger oblique fre 
tures, at the end of twice that number of days; and here we woul 
respectfully suggest that our text books and teachers would do vel 
to observe a distinction as to the length of time treatment shouldlk 
continued in those cases of transverse fracture, where there is ové- 
lapping, and the larger oblique as compared with transverse fracture 
where there is no overlapping. A little reflection will render the pre 
priety of this suggestion obvious. 
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It is believed that all our works concur in this opinion, that the 
new bond of union is such that pressure iscapable of curing deform- 
ity, of correcting angles, &c.; in brief, that for a length of time, 
pressure is capable of producing its absorbtion, and consequently 
more or less alteration in the relation of the united bones to each 
other. 

Now apply what is thus admitted to the circumstances attending 
a well reduced and well retained transverse, as compared with an 
overlapping or very oblique fracture. 

In transverse fractures, if reduction and retention have been quite 
successful, at the end of say 40 days, we stop our extension, and 
counter-extension, and, very soon, if it is a lower extremity, more or 
less weight is borne by it. 

Now reduction and retention having been quite perfect, the frac- 
tured surfaces are kept in contact with each other. We will have 
poured out in these circumstances a minimum quantity of what is 
usually regarded as provisional plastic material. It will be deposited 
between the fractured surfaces and around the ends of the bones. 
Now dropping our means for extension and counter-extension, at the 
end of 40 days, we give up the parts to a constantly exerted and 
unrestrained muscular action, which now comes to exert pressure 
upon the parts with a degree of constancy and efficiency far surpas- 
sing any thing the surgeon can do by artificial means. The use of 
the part does the same thing but with less constancy. 

But in these circumstances no shortening can result. Pressure 
on the articular extremities of the broken bone is not here an indi- 
rect pressure upon the recently deposited plastic material. It is 
merely a pressing together of the surfaces of the fracture ; this does 
not produce absorption of these, and therefore cannot produce 
shortening. 

But suppose there is overlapping, and the patient is subjected to 
treatment for the same length of time; admit, too, that an equal 
strength is attained at the end of 40 days. The bond of union in 
this case is effused in the maximum quantity, lies between the bones, 
around them and on their ends. Now what will be the result of 
pressure from the use of the limb or from the much more constant 

defficient pressure consequent upon muscular contraction. 


Pressure upon the extremities of the bone in these circumstances is 
indirect pressure upon the bond of union and can not fail, if it pro- 
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duce absorption to change the relation of the overlapping bones to 
each other, occasioning shortening. Hence the necessity of resisting 
muscular action, and suspending the use of the limb, of continuing 
treatment, in other words, for a greater length of time, than in the 
first class of cases. Hence the necessity of a guarded prognosis in 
this class of cases, as toultimate results. Hence, too, the explanation 
of a shortening process, running through many months, which, your 
committee are well assured, characterizes many cases of fracture, 
the existence of which shortening process, in a limited number of 
cases, they have proved by carefully instituted measurements, 
made at various stages. 

A little reflection is sufficient to show that these considerations 
apply with scarcely less force to very oblique fractures with the best 
possible adjustment. 

Finatty. Several other cases that occurred within our observation 
quite equalling in importance any of those given, we are obliged to 
withhold for different reasons. One in the county of Hardin, 
resulted inan abandonment of the case, during the progress ofthe 
trial by the plaintiff. This case-is already reported to the profession 
through the Medical Counsellor. Of one that occurred in Huron 
county we have not been able to obtain particulars. 

Another that occurred in Coshocton county, we have been 
informed of since the commencement of the present session of the 
Society, by Dr. Holston. The fracture was one of the leg near the 
ankle joint. The patient was intractable, assuming. at the end of 
about three weeks, to take the limb from a curved splint, on whichit 
was being treated, and put it ona straight board. Dr. H. says 
there is slight deformity, but no permanent lameness. 

A suit was brought, and a judgment obtained for the sum of 
1,200 dollars. The case was appealed to the supreme court, and 
will be soon tried again. 

It is believed, by your committee, that a prolific source of these 
difficulties has been the absence of a recognized and well studied 
standard of success. There is little in our text books, or courses of 
instruction, from which the beginning practitioner would be led to 
expect anything but perfect results. On encountering cases he fails 
to attain these, and is deeply mortified, supposing that some one of 
more years and wisdom would have been more successful. Com- 
plaints or threats, under such circumstances, are very apt to lead 
unfortunate conciliations. 
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Again: complaints in a given case being rife, the party contem- 
plating prosecution calls upon all the physicians within his acquaint- 
ance, to examine his case, with a view to enlisting testimony. If 
there is much imperfection in the result, these men not having had 
experience, distrust its results, and seeing that in the given case 
their ideal standard is not attained, are frequently, by their honest 
convictions of right, and in violation of their own feelings, drawn 
into the service of the prosecution. 

We are convinced, furthermore, that the absence of such standard 
has been the source of much unjust and cruel mortification to the 
members of the profession. Each individual having an ideal stand- 
ard that he fails to attain, he cannot but entertain a painful distrust 
of his own skill, and place an undue estimate upon that of others, 
the results of whose practice he has had no opportunities of observing. 

In view of these considerations, we can not but congratulate the 
profession on the acquisition of so complete a standard as that 
afforded by the fracture tables of Professor Hamilton. It abun- 
dantly proves what every surgeon of experience must attest, that 
imperfection is a rule as regards these cases, to which perfection is a 
mere occasional exception ; in other words, that there are imperfec- 
tions in surgery as well as in surgeons, and that while we assume to 
do and be responsible for the duties of the one, we disclaim all 
responsibility for the shortcomings of the other. 

What course shall the profession take in regard to this matter ? 
Severe iuflictions are being meted out to our professional brethren, g 
on account of imperfections resident, not in themselves, but in their 
ar, Must the profession continue to submit to this—to having its 
dignity trailed in the dust by interested and narrow-minded individ- 
wls of another profession? Admitting that surgeons are not 
always skillful, where is the reasonableness or justice of these pros- 
ecutions ? Suppose that there is a prosecution for every tenth poor 
sermon that is preached, or every tenth poor plea that is made at 
the bar, how much is it to be supposed would our courts of justice 
do besides trying these cases? The course to be taken is plain. An 
unfortunate compromise, or a successful prosecution, is a serious 
calamity to the profession at large. Let the profession at large enlist 
itself in its own protection. Let it be distinctly understood that 
those individuals immediately implicated are entitled to the sympa- 
thies and assistance of as many of their professional brethren as 
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may be necessary fully to sustain them. And when it is possible ty 
avoid it, let not a member of the profession be found in the ranks 
of the prosecution. It is believed by your committee, that in thi 
way very much may be done to diminish the frequency of thes 
occurrences, and thus afford protection to individuals in the profess. 
ion, as well as promote its dignity and usefulness. 
All of which is respectfully submitted 
J. W. HAMILTON, Chairman, 


A REVIEW OF A REPORT OF A CASE OF DEATH FROM CHLOROFORY, 
BY R. THOMPSON, M. D. COLUMBUS. 


MS. not received by committee. 





PART SECOND. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES AND REVIEWS, 


On Asthenic Pneumonia.— Treatment by Quiniue—By Dr. Corntoas, 
Physician in ordinary to the Queen in Ireland; Physician to the 
Whitworth and Hardwicke Hospitals, &c. 

Let us now proceed with the illustration, that the name of a diseax 
is not an indez to tts nature or its treatment. With the name of “pnet- 
monia’”’ you generally and properly associate the ideas of sthent 
vascular action of the capillaries, of throbbing of the arenes 
increased action in frequency and strength of the heart, and wit 
the accompanying symptoms of flushed face, pink lips, hot brea, 
burning heat of skin, high-colored and scanty urine, and orange 
colored viscid sputa. With these there will be naturally associr 
ted, as to treatment, bleeding and tartar emetic, those remedies 
which possess such power over high inflammatory action and ore 
pneumonia, as we have sketched it; but if you were to imagine the: 
the name “pneumonia” always indicated the same nature of the dit 
ease going under its name, you would fall into a very grievous ort! 
in knowledge andin practice. Pneumonia occasionally meansa stale 
of disease the very opposite in character to the picture first drawt, 
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snd requiring a very opposite treatment. It is this knowledge, so 
ss to recognize the altered character of the disease, which you can 
only learn in clinical study. 

To make my observations as simple and as easily intelligible as 

ible to you, I will confine my observations to what is usually 
called the first stage of pneumonia, that is the state in which, if a 
patient die, the lung will be found dark-colored, from the great 
quantity of blood contained in it, its capillaries congested, distended 
frequently beyond their natural calibre, its smaller air tubes loaded 
vith effused fluid, and the whole lung pitting on pressure, and much 
heavier than natural. Bear in mind next, the peculiar structure of 
the lung, resembling, as it were, two large sponges, made up nearly 
iltogether of a great congeries of vascular capillaries, the capillaries 
ofthe pulmonary artery loaded with venous blood, and those of the 
pulmonary veins with arterial blood. 

Now let me recall to your mind one of your earliest physiological 
kssons. If the capillary vessels of the web of a frog’s foot be stim- 
usted, the effect of the stimulation is very soon to cause a disten- 
tion of the capillary, and a more rapid movement in the contained 
blood. This along with the momentary preceding contraction is its 
sthenic state, for all that is necessary to enable it to return to its 
healthy state, is to withdraw the stimulant, and the capillary con- 
tracts of itself. But if the distension and stimulation be continued 
mother phase occurs: the blood becomes darker, the circulation 
becomes slower, the capillary has lost its power of contracting, and, 
fo enable it to return to its healthy contractile state, the application 
ofsome stimulant is required, when under its influence the capil- 
lary regains its lost power, and it again returns to its previously. 
healthy state. 

Now, this simple experiment is really the key to the sthenic and: 
uthenic states of the vascular system, and is the foundation on which 
ve rest our principles as to the treatment of pneumonia, which I 
bring before you. 

Carry your mind’s eye from the experiment on the frog’s foot to 
what goes on in some forms and types of pneumonia,.and you can 
to more doubt of what is taking place in the Inng within the inte- 
tior of the chest, than you can doubt your ocular evidence of what 
you see in the experiment. In the first stage of an attack of pneu- 
monia, in a healthy constitution, with the whole capillary system, 
including, of course, that of the lungs, in possession of its ordinary 

"igor, the capillaries become distended, but still preserve their sthe- 
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nic state. In such a case the line of treatment is at once indicated: 
venesection, to relieve their over-distension, and tartur emetic, to 
act both upon them and upon the whole vascular system, including 
heart and arterial and capillary system, are the great means of tregt. 
ment on which we rely. But if, from the state of constitution, o 
from the epidemic type of disease at the time, the capillaries do not 
retain their sthenic tone, they pass into the state exemplified in the 
experiment on the frog’s foot, they lose their contractile power, and 
we have then to deal with quite a different state—with an immeny 
mesh of pulmonic tissue, formed nearly altogether of capillaries tht 
have lost their contractile power, and in which further depletion wil 
be not only useless but injurious, for while its effect in lessening the 
distension would at best be doubtful, it would tend still further t 
aggravate that asthenic character which they now present; and exten. 
sion of the disease, increasing debility, exhaustion, and death vil 
follow. It is to meet the supervention of this second or asthenic 
stage that you have seen me exhibit quinine in large doses; the result 
has been satisfactory, and it is the more satisfactory to know that 
its employment has not been a mere empirical experiment, but has 
arisen from considering the physiological state of the capillaries in 
the lungs, as illustrated by a physiological experiment, and revealed 
tous by an analysis of the symptoms. I will now shortly notice 
some of the cases. 

The first case that suggested the treatment occurred in private 
practice. The patient was a man of about 35 years of age. He 
was attacked by pneumonia of right lung; he was a man of rather 
full habit, and flabby texture. The physical signs were the ord 
nary ones of the first stage. The constitutional symptoms did no 
indicate any very high degree of vascular action, and the treatment 
was of the usual kind, cupping, blistering, and calomel and opium. 
About the fifth day there was every symptom discouraging in this 
case. He became slightly jaundiced, or rather assumed a yellowish, 
sallow cast of countenance, the pulse became very full, very soft, 
-and very yielding, and the expectoration presented the appearancé 
of softened down dissolved blood. The lung had not passed into the 
second stage of the disease. He appeared now to be rapidly siak 
ing, and it then occurred to me to administer quinine, guided by the 
principles that I have already explained. He got five grainsof 
quinine every three hours, and the alteration in twenty-four hours 
was very marked indeed. The same treatment was continued for 
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the next day, and within three days more he was out of danger. I 
gever treated a case in which I was more satisfied of the efficacy of 
the medicine. 

In this case the disease set in presenting a moderate degree of the 
shenic form, but the capillaries speedily lost their contractile power, 
md then the asthenic form rapidly succeeded. Quinine appears to 
possess the same power in giving contractile action to the capilleries 
ofthe lungs, which we know it possesses in so marked a degree over 
thecapilleries and venous radicles in the spleen, and it may further 
support this view to recollect that both in lungs and spleen the capil- 
laries are in a very large proportion venous. 

This asthenic form of pneumonia may, however, exist from the 
very commencement of the attack, that is, either from type of dis- 
ase, from nature of constitution, or from long continued action of 
depressing influence, the capillaries of the lungs may lose their sthe- 
tic power from the very onset, and thus we may have asthenic pneu- 
nonia either as the second stage of sthenic pneumonia, or we may 
have it as the primary disease. 

James Hayes, aged 21, previously a healthy man, was admitted 
into the Hardwicke Hospital on the 24th of March, 1856, complain- 
ing of pain in the right side, and of great dyspncea. On examina- 
tin double pneumonia was discovered, both lungs were extensively 
agaged, but the disease had not gone beyond the first stage; there 
yas extensive crepitation with bronchial respiration. The pulse was 
atremely rapid and small. The debility was extreme, and the sur- 
fuce of the body was pale and rather cool. He presented very much 
heappearance of a dying man. He was a boatman, constantly 
exposed to wet and cold, and for four days had been suffering under 
his illness, and all this time had lain in a canal luggage boat, on its 
way to Dublin, in extremely inclement and cold weather. 

Inthe night the dyspnoea became so urgent that he seemed on 
the point of suffocating; from this he was somewhat relieved by 
draughts of ether and by wine. A blister was applied to his chest. 
The next day he was ordered five grains of sulphate of quinine every 
three hours, and the quinine was continued. On the 29th he was 
much improved that the quinine was diminished to a dose three 
times a day, and his convalescence then set in. I merely give you 
these cases in illustration of the disease and of its treatment; you 
have seen a great many cases of a similar kind treated here on the 


tame principle during the past winter and spring, and I will now 
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briefly sum up in propositions what I wish to impress on you in 
this lecture. 

Ist. That the name of a disease is not an index to its treatment: 
but that on the contrary, under the one name, the pathological eon. 
ditions of the organ affected may change so much, as to require the 
most varying, or even opposite mode of treatment. 

2d. That pneumonia presents an illustration of this principle, » 
it may be of a sthenic or asthenic form. 

3d. That the asthenic form may be consequent on, or be the sep. 
ond stage of the sthenic form; or that the primary attack of pneumo- 
nia may be of the asthenic form from the commencement. 

4th. That quinine in large doses is a remedy of great power 
over the asthenic form of pneumonia, whether it be primary or sep 
ondary. 

I have only to add, that these observations as to the pathologyand 
treatment of this form of pneumonia have reference to the diseasein 
the stage of extreme congestion, or what is commonly called the 
first stage of pneumonia.—Dublin Hosp. Gazette, July 15, 1886, 
p. 177. 


New mode of Reducing Strangulated Hernia. Br Banon Szvms. 


Baron Seutin declares that, with this mode of reducing strangu- 
lated hernia, which he has now practised for twenty years, he hardly 
ever, in his large practice, finds it necessary to have recourse to a 
operation. 

The patient is laid upon his back, with the pelvis raised much 
higher than the shoulders, in order that the intestinal mass may 
exert traction upon the herniated portion. The knees are flexed, and 
the body is slightly turned to the opposite side to that on which the 
hernia exists. The surgeon ascertains that the hernia, habitually 
reducible, can not be returned by continuous and moderate taxis 
He next seeks, with his index finger, for the aperture that has given 
issue to the hernia, pushing up the skin sufficiently from below, it 
order not to be arrested by its resistance. The extremity of the 
finger is passed slowly in between the viscera and the herniary orifice, 
depressing the intestine or omentum with the pulp of the finger. 
This stage of the procedure demands perseverance, for, at first, 
seems impossible to succeed. The finger is next to be curved, 088 
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hook, and sufficient traction exerted on the ring to rupture some of 
the fibres, giving rise to a cracking, very sensible to the finger, and 
sometimes to the ear. When this characteristic crack is not produced, 
the fibres must be submitted to a continuous forced extension, which, 
by distending them beyond the agency of their natural elasticity, 
generally terminates the strangulation. This mode of procedure is 
more applicable to Gimbernat’s ligament, the hooking and tearing 
of which are more difficult than in the case of the inguinal ring. 
Considerable strength has sometimes to be exerted, and the index 
finger becomes much fatigued. When, in consequence of the nar- 
rowness of the ring, the finger does not at once penetrate, it is to be 
pressed firmly against the fibrous edge, and inclined towards the 
hernia. After a time, the fibres yield, and the finger passes. When 
the finger becomes fatigued, it is not to be withdrawn, but it should 
be supported by the fingers of an intelligent assistant, who seconds 
the action it is desirable to produce. In inguinal hernia, the traction 
should not be exerted, with the finger, upon Poupart’s ligament, but 
ina direction from within outwards, and from below upwards, by 
which the aponeurotic layer between the two ligamentous pillars, 
constituting the inguinal aperture, is easily torn through. 

The ring is then enlarged by this tearing, just as if it had been 
divided by a cutting instrument, or largely dilated, and reduction 
takes place easily, by performing the taxis in a suitable direction. 
The mobility of the skin, its laxity in parts where hernia prevails, 
and its extensibility, greater in proportion to its thinness, and to the 
absence of a lining of fatty cellular tissue—by allowing the sliding 
and the thrusting of this membrane in front of the finger it cushions, 
affords protection to the intestine from all immediate contusion. 
When the strangulation is induced by the issue of a considerable 
mass of intestine, or an accumulation of feecal matters, it is desirable, 
first, to disengage one of the extremities of the noose, and to seek 
to expel the gas or feecal matters by moderate pressure, in order to 
facilitate the reduction of the tumor. In the few cases, in which the 
finger can not be introduced, a small incision may be practised in 
the skin, and the handle of a spatula, or any blunt instrument, may 
be passed in, by separating the cellular tissue. Pressing this against 
the border of the ring, while avoiding the intestine, this orifice may 
be eroded or dilated without danger. The greater the resistance 
offered by the aponeurotic fibres, the greater will be their tension, 
and the more easily will their laceration be produced. 
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As a general conclusion, it may be laid down that, the facility ang 
promptitude of this proredure, and the immunity that attends it, 
ought to diminish the gravity of the prognosis of strangulated hemia, 
by rendering the circumstances under which recourse need be had 
to an operation quite exceptional. Such exceptional cases will be 
found (1) in old, irreducible hernia. (2) When the strangulation in 
inguinal hernia occurs at the internal ring. Generally, the extemal 
ring and inguinal canal are large, and allow of the easy penetration 
of the finger, and then the new method is applicable, and the ruptur- 
ing or dilatation of the internal ring should be attempted, and the 
manceuvre is rendered the easier by the fact that, in these cases, the 
canal is much shortened, and the two rings much approximated. 
If, however, the external ring is too narrow to admit the finger, a 
operation is required. (3) When there are general symptoms of s 
gangrenous state of the intestine —Brit. and For. Med. Review. 






On Amputation at the Knee-Joint. By Dr. Marxoz, New York. 


1. The grand advantage of this operation is the useful character 
of the stump that results, strongly contrasting with the uselessness of 
the stump left after amputation of the thigh, and enabling the 
patients to wear an artificial limb with comfort and advantage 
2. The seat of operation is farther removed from the trunk, and the 
eonstitutional shock is probably therefore less. 3. The section at 
the knee-joint is less extensive than that of amputation higher up, 
no parts being divided but the integuments, and although a large 
surface is exposed, a great portion of it, the femoral cartilage, is a 
healthy, not a wounded surface. 4. No muscular interspaces are 
exposed by the knife, excepting those of the heads of gastrocnemius, 
which are of small extent and depth. There is, therefore, less chance 
of any inflammation that may attack the stump traveling upwards, 
and forming burrowing abscesses, amidst the soft areolar tissue filling 
such interspaces. The section of tendons that takes place in this 
operation, is rarely followed by any other than reparative inflamms- 
tion. 5. Fewer ligatures are required, and the orifices of the 
divided arteries lie close together in the center of the popliteal spaee. 
By following Blandin’s procedure, therefore, of ‘‘ making a small 
opening through the integument, of which alone the posterior flap 
consists, we are enabled to bring all the threads out of the stump 
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by a short and direct route, in the most depending position; and 
thus the space between the flaps and condyles, where we are most 
gxious to procure adhesive inflammation, is not fretted into suppur- 
ation by the presence of the ligatures crossing it, to be brought out 
between the lips of the wound.” 6. The muscular attachments 
concerned in the movements of the limb are not divided. Those 
which are severed are merely for the movements of the leg, all the 
muscles proper to the thigh being left untouched. The result is, 
that the patient is able to move the stump with astonishing freedom. 
and facility. 7 Another advantage directly resulting from this is, 
that there is no muscular retraction after the healing of the wound. 
“My own experience would lead me to think that, in all cases where 
divided muscles are united over the end of the bone, as in a flap 
amputation through the thigh, the ultimate result is a complete dis- 
appearance by combined absorption and retraction of the muscular 
tissue, which, on the first healing of the wound, gave a thick and 
promising covering to the end ofthe bone. IfI be not mistaken, it 
vill be found, if the limbs be examined a year after they are healed, 
that the conical stump above described, is the rule and not the 
exception, and that in four cases out of five, nothing but cicatrical tis- 
sue covers and protects the endofthe bone. In the stump left by the 
exarticulation of the knee we have, it is true, nothing but integument 
on the face of the stump, but that integument is applied overa large, 
smooth, natural surface, well adapted to receive and sustain pressure, 
while the cicatrix, if the operation be properly performed, is thrown 
backwards in such a manner as to be entirely protected from pressure, 
in the deep fossa between the projection of the condyles.” 8. In 
this operation the bone is uninjured, while in the other it is divided 
with a degree of violence, the effects of which are not always appre- 
ciated. ‘* The effects of this violence, both upon the bone and its 
envelopes, and of the exposure of the cavity of the medullary mem- 
brane to the action of air and pus, are seen in several of the acci- 
dents which occur after amputation, some of which are of but merely 
sufficient gravily to annoy the patient, and prolong the period of his 
cure ; while others are of such danger and severity as materially to 
endanger life.” Among the accidents that may occur are the exfoli- 
ation of a ring of the injured bone, and the formation of tubular 
sequestra. The production of the latter the author regards as due 
to the division of the nutritious arteries of the bone either by the saw 
or the catlin. The supply of blood to the medullary membrane 
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thus cut off is too slowly supplied by anastomonis, and the bone dies, 
Phlebitis is another destructive consequence of such violence, but is 
of much rarer occurrence in the well-ventilated hospitals of the United 
States than in Europe. 

In reply to the objections which have been urged against the oper. 
ation on the score of exposing so large a surface, Dr. Markoe replies, 
that experience has shown that violent inflammation and suppuratin 
are rare in comparison with their production in ordinary wounds of 
this joint. The danger of wounds of this part arises (1) from the 
extent of the synovial membrane; (2) the constant motion of the 
inflamed surfaces on one another; and (3) the closed condition of 
the inflamed parts leading to tension. The section of the joint 
diminishes the first of these sources of danger, and entirely obviates 
the two last. 

In drawing the comparison of the results of this operation and that 
of amputation of the thigh, the author states that, according to Dr. 
S. Smith’s reswmé of cases occurring in European practice, of % 
cases of amputation at the knee, 12 died, and 16 recovered. There 
have been 18 American cases, 13 recoveries and 5 deaths; making 
in all 46 cases, and 17 deaths. The proportion of deathsin Europea 
practice, has been, therefore, 43, in American 28, and in the two 
together, 37 per cent. Of the 987 cases of amputation of the thigh, 
collected by Phillips, 435 died ; and in 68 American cases, collected 
by Dr. Markoe, there were 29 deaths; being an average mortality 
of about 434 per cent., and making a difference of 64 per cent. m 
favor of amputation at the knee-joint. 

** Of the different modes which haye been proposed of performing 
the operation, I give a very decided preference to that by the long 
anterior and short posterior flap. This has the advantage of throwing 
the wound on the most depending aspect of the stump, allowing easy 
exit to the discharges ; and it, moreover, brings the cicatrix so fat 
back between the condyles, that it is not exposed to pressure. By 
cutting short the gastrocnemius muscles it diminishes the num 
ber and concentrates the situation of the ligatures, so that they ca 
be brought through the posterior flap directly, without traversing 
the face of the stump. It will, however, often happen that the mode 
of operation will be determined by the condition of the integuments; 
and it is therefore fortunate that the success or failure of the case 
does not essentially depend upon the particular method adopted. Is 
all cases it must be borne in mind that a great deal more flap ® 
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required to cover the ends of the condyles, than to cover a bone 
sawed through its shaft; and the most common mistake in perform- 
ing the operation has been the not making the allowance for this 
circumstance, and, consequently, cutting the flaps too short.””—New 
York Journal of Medicine. 





PART THIRD. 


EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANY. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE Onto State Mepicat Socrery.—Much of 
this number of the Journal, as will be seen, is taken up with the 
doings of the State Society. Some of these papers are of deep 
interest, and all of them perhaps of as much importance as what 
usually falls into the department of ‘“‘selected matter.” 


Arrestan Weis at Bryan, Onto.—Dr. Wm. Trevitt, from the 
Committee on the Mineral Waters of Ohio, made, among other 
things, a report in regard to the above wells. The order of stratifi- 
cation in the region is alluded to ; besides, there has been an analy- 
tis of the water by Prof. T. G. Wormly, of this city. 

We refer to the paper itself for details, with the remark that it is 
& matter of astonishment that these wells should, until this day, 
have excited so little attention. What do we know of even our own 
State? Well may the present Legislature agitate the propriety of 
making a geological survey. Fifty, or one hundred thousand dol- 
lars invested in this way, would, in all probability, develop treasures 
of the value of which, at the present time, we have no conceptions. 


Tae Commencement or Srarimnc Mepicat Coxuxaeg, took place 
on the evening of the 3d. The Annual Address was given by Judge 
Thurman, of this city, while we ourselves pronounced a few words 
in the way of a Valedictory. Judge Thurman’s address consisted in 
a very able and lucid exposition of the subject of Medical Jurispru- 
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dence—its history, relation to other departments of jurisprudence, 
its peculiarities, and the prominence it has assumed in modern times, 
We shall try to procure a copy of this address for a future number 
of the Journal. 
The degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred, by the trustees, 
_ on the following gentlemen : 


James Johnston, J. Curl, 

James E. Morris, Daniel Patterson, 
J. ©. Kayb, Wm. McMaster, 
S. M, Turner, Alfred Jones, 
W. L. Whann, J. T. Houston, 
E. Hyatt, John Holton, 

M. C. Parkison, Wm. Hooper, 

W. C. Hall, Dwight Hall, 

H. C. Winans, A. F. Teal. 


These gentlemen now go forth, authoritatively, to do what they 
can in the way of treating disease. So far as our acquaintance 
with them is concerned, we shall have no fears but what they will 
demean themselves creditably. In our department, which is rather 
the foundation of all the branches, they took a Aigh rank, a circum 
stance that argues well for their future. It now remains for them 
to continue the inquiry so auspiciously commenced. This is the 
only course that can be relied upon to meet successfully the emer 
gencies of professional life. 

Medical men, for a few years back, have had their minds occt 
pied with the qualifications usually required of those about to enter 
the profession. This has not been because of an over-proportion 
presenting for admittance; for there appears to be a falling off, 
and if the same state of things continue, the supply will fall very 
much, in a few years, short of the demand—but we presume the 
explanation may be sought for in the feeling that the standard of 
education needs, in order to compare with other things, to be raised 
higher. 

How shall this be done? Upon this question there is a variety 
of opinions. It has been stated by those very well qualified to give 
proper views, that the right to educate and the right to gram 
degrees, should be separated, and that the latter should be exercised 
by persons who are entirely independent of the colleges. This 

looks somewhat plausible in theory, and certainly deserves careful 
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consideration. It however takes the educated away from the edu- 
eator—the one most capable, it must be acknowledged, of under- 
standing qualifications. 

A matter upon which there can be no difference of opinion, so 
far as insuring qualifications to the student is concerned, is an 
increase. in the length .of the “lecture term.” This looks to the 
convenience of the teacher and the taught. The one can have 
more time to elaborate and make plain—the other to assimilate. 


Minutes or THE Ninto Annvat Mzetine or tHe Amertoan Mept- 
caL AsSOCIATION, HELD IN THE City or Derroit, Micuican, May, 
1856.—This volume has been laid on our table, and including the 
list of members, makes over 900 pages. We have no time for an 
analysis of contents in this number, but will attend to this in our 
next. 


Taz Nortn American Mzpico Currurcicat Review, for March, 
is already on our table—we say already, because it came to us a few 
days before ‘‘ the time advertised ’’—an instance of promptness on 
the part of all concerned in getting the work out, that to say the 
least of it, is suggestive. 

Taking a very slight glance at the number before us, we recognize 
that the leading feature of the work will consist in Analytical and 
Critical Reviews. In this department, the senior editor will be emin- 
ently athome. He will figure no better here, however, than in the 
department of ‘‘ Original Communications,” or in the ‘ Editorial,” 
where, in the one instance, singleness of purpose is requisite, in the 
other, a mind that can take a comprehensive view of what is passing 
before the profession. From the perfectly perpendicular of what is 
judicious, we have, but in an example or two, known the editor to 
reel ; and, as this was in relation to Medical Journals, the sin, if not 
already ‘‘ repented of,’”’ soon will be. We wish the Review a bril- 
liant career of usefulness. Just such a publication is needed. Its 
Bi-Monthly feature enhances its value, and will make it more accepta- 
ble to the profession than the Quarterlies or Semi-Annual!s. 
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Western Lancer.—This publication, which commenced its earth. 
ly career in 1842, under the supervision of Prof. L. M. Lawson, who 
conducted it with marked ability for a number of years, has lately 
passed into the hands of Prof. Geo. C. Blackman, and comes to y 
enlarged, bearing on its pages, also, all the evidences of the latest 
improvements in typographic execution. From what we see of the 
style of the present editor, his “ selections,’ &c., taken in conneg- 
tion with what we know to be his learning and energy, there can be 
no doubt about the future of the Lancet. 


» 


Dears or Hucn Mrtiter.—This learned gentleman, so well known 
for his contributions to Geology—his ‘‘Foot-prints of the Creator” 
intended to expose what he deemed the fallacies of ‘The Vestiges of 
the Natura! History of Creation,’’ is no more, so says the accounts 
from Edinburgh, his place of residence. 

For some time before his death, he was engaged in the prepara- 
tion of a work—‘‘Testimony of the Rocks,” in which he has une 
dertaken to harmonise the doctrines of Science with those of the 
Bible. He finished the work the day before his death. 


Dzartu or Dr. J. A. Parts.—At the time of his death, (24th Dee. 
last,) Dr. P. was President of the College of Physicians. Some 
time previously he was President of the Board of Health, and wrote 
the Report on Cholera of 1854. He is the author of the Life of 
Sir Humphrey Davy; a work on Pharmacologia; one on Medical 
Chemistry; one onthe Philosophy in Sport—with others of miner 
consideration. 


Naw Anzstuetic.--The Medical press from abroad announce 
the use, by Dr. Jno. Snow, of another agent possessing anesthetic 
properties not inferior to chloroform or ether. It is the vaporof 
Amylene. The medicine is prepared from fusel oil and chloride of 
zine. 

In regard to all our anesthetic agents, as a journalist, we have 
said but little, calculated to encourage general use. That they have 
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a place in practice there is no question. This however, involves such 
anice, such a thorough investigation of all the circumstances, pecu- 
jjarities, etc., connected with the cases in which their powers are 
about to be invoked, that we think them safe in the hands of but 
very few. Better suffer a little pain, than not be perfectly satisfied 
that there is no possible thing or circumstance present which might 
not only render the agent injurious but convert it into a cause of 
fatality. 


Tux ‘‘ Gross Ourracs.’’—We have an aversion to troubling our 
readers with anything purely personal, and the more so, if the mat- 
ter happens to concern ourself. 

A short time since the newspapers were engaged in circulating 
what they were pleased to term a ‘Gross Outrage,” perpetrated on 
aconvict in the Ohio Penitentiary, while we were Physician to the In- 
stitution. The outrage consisted in analleged operation on a patient 
against his will, for cataract. A committee was authorized, on the 
part of the House of Representatives, to inquire into the truth of the 
charge. 

Before this committee we appeared, and proved by testimony un- 
impeached, and unimpeachable, and also, by all the circumstances, 
that the charge was untrue, that it had been founded on the circum- 
stance, that, while engaged in the performance of an operation for cat- 
aract, the patient resisted, and had, not merely for our convenience, 
but for his own safety, to be restrained. 

Perhaps, there was as little reason for calling in question our 
course at the Prison, as there has been with referenee to any former 
occupant of the Medical Department. After we concluded to accept 
the appointment, we determined to give the convicts the full benefit 
of the resources at our command. We took with us the stetho- 
scope, chemical tests, surgical instruments of all kinds, and the 
microscope—and when a case occurred, we spared no pains neces- 
sary to its elucidation and cure. A result that followed, was that 
we had a very low bill of annual mortality. The mortality was one 
and one-twelfth per cent.—that is one and one-twelfth man died for 
every one hundred there were in the institution. Our year there, 
too, embraced the summer of ’55, a season characterized with a 
great prevalence of ‘malarious diseases, a very large amount of which 
we had in the Hospital of the Prison. Compare this mortality with 

a 
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what occurred in the Institution before or since, or any city of Ohio, 
or even in rural districts, and some opinion may be formed of 
success. 


The ‘‘ by-law” of the Penitentiary which prevents surgical ope- 
rations from being ‘‘performed without the consent of the prisoner, 
or the consent of two of the Inspectors,”’ has not been framed by 
any one acquainted with the circumstances usually present in su. 
gical operations. Not one operation in fifty is performed with the con. 
sent of the patient. The operation may be commenced with his consent 
but the progress and completion of it, is usually, in the midst of r- 
monstrances from the patient, and not unfrequently from the friends 
standing around. Will any surgeon, after having commenced, cease 
the ‘‘performance’”’ of an operation because of remonstrances on the 
part of patient? Unless he does, he violates the above rule—if he 
does, he shows himself incompetent to discharge rightly the duties 
of his profession. The rule, therefore, is violated from the necessity 
of things, and should be expunged. 

‘‘No surgical operation shall be performed unless with the consent 
of the prisoner, or ¢wo of the “Inspectors.” Who are these “Inspec- 
tors?’”’ the judgment of whom is here set above that of the Surgeon? 
They are a part of the ¢rustees of the institution—men selected from 
society, because of their business qualifications, Agreeing with the 
patient, they form a quorum against the physician, and can, by the 
rule in question, thwart him at any stage of a surgical operation 
They are recognized as having judgment in regard to the propriety 
of surgical operations—certainly something very rediculous to the 
men themselves—and, we presume, very unacceptable to them, if it 
is understood that they, as a consequence, must share in there 
sponsibilities of the surgeon’s department. Why not call these I» 
spectors in and take their opinions with reference also to the medical 
treatment of the most complicated cases? Life is as much at stake 
here as in surgical operations. 

The proper course, with reference to this; as well as to other insti 
tutions where medical or surgical service is required, is to commit 
the department to a capable man, with full authority to do what his 
judgment dictates to be proper, untrammelled by the interference of 
those who are unacquainted with such duties. With any other ui 
derstanding than this, no man of spirit or competency, will have 
anything to do with a public institution. 
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Apsuster-Spiint, Ero.—We call attention to the advertisement 
of Dr. Bunes, in thisnumber. This instrument deserves the atten- 
tion of the profession, because of its price and adaptation to its uses. 
Several of the instruments, we understand, are on sale in this city, 
and can be had on order. 


Arsenzum Leorurgs.—Owing to the press of imperative duties, 
we have been unable, through the course of the season, to do any- 
thing more than merely look in, once in a while, on this theater of 
mental effort. Those who have occupied the stand, have been mostly 
from abroad, and have embraced quite a variety, so far as the con- 
formation of cerebrums are concerned. But two or three types, 
however, have succeeded well, in either drawing houses, or admin- 
istering to the taste of our community. 

Among these, we may mention the fun-making type as taking 
precedence of the others—as standing first in point of importance, 
our people being the judges. People would rather laugh, it seems, 
than do anything else in this world. It is both exercise and enjoy- 
ment, and is one of the very few things that distinguishes man from. 
the inferior animals—something added to him to give him latitude 
of feeling, and, perhaps, he indulges it, after the same fashion that 
many of the inferior animals do the exercise of their superior sen-. 
sorial organs. 


The next largest audience has been obtained from the possession, 
on the part of the speaker, of peculiarities. These may relate to the 
individual himself, or to his doctrines. If to the individual, he must 
have excelled somewhere or other as an orator, and possess traits. 
that make him differ from all other specimens of the genus homo. 
The more these can be made to stick out the better—the audience is 
mesmerized by such phenomena and the speaker lionized. 

If, after having made his demonstration, it is thought there is some- 
thing yet behind, the curiousmakea party or two, to which thespeaker 
is invited, and there, by a series of suggestings and punchings, the 
poor fellow is made to act out the last crotchet of which he is pos.. 
sessed. Thus unconsciously victimized, the lecturer proceeds from 
town to town of the Anglo Saxons, subjecting himself at each place 
to something of the same ordeal. 

24 
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If, on the other hand, the “peculiarity,” relates to “doctrines,” 
the discourse, in order to draw out an audience, must embrace thos 
things that have the appearance of being new, and supported by, 
process of cant phrase mongering. It matters not how much the 
doctrines advanced differ from the experience of the world, 
or how many axioms are set at defiance, or how much the teachings 
of Scripture, and the usages of the Church are superceded, the 
question is, says the speaker, ‘‘ Is what I maintain true?” It is rich 
to see one of these itinerent lecturers in an effort to establish some. 
thing as “truth,” that is opposed by the whole history of our race, 
and all of our religious and political institutions. 

A few evenings since, we listened to a lecture, where the speaker 
thought it necessary to caution his audience against the authority of 
great names, and mentioned, as an example of these, the names of 
Clay, Webster, Isaiah and Paul. 

The smallest crowd has been found when it was known that ther 
would be a scientific discourse on some subject. To one lecture, where 
the speaker happens tobe a stranger, and isknown to have areputatio 
as a very able man, a pretty good house makes its appearance. The 
second one is, however, apt to be a failure. Science is not in popt: 
lar demand. 

We do not wish, from what we have said, to be understood 
finding any fault with the Atheneum. Its managers deserve al 
praise for an attempt to supply our city, and strangers who come 
here, with an intellectual entertainment for winter evenings; and 
there can be no doubt, but what the taste of the public, no less tha 
its stock of information, has been improved. What we have alluded 
to is interesting, however, to the medical man, as showing the siz 
and proclivities of the cerebrum in our society. We want first, fur, 
then queer and extravagant things, then a little science. 


To Svpscrrpers.—We dislike the necessity of reminding subset 
bers that their arrearages are indispensible, and that we will be “much 
obliged” for all favors of this kind. Many have not paid for the 
present year, although our terms are “in advance;’’ besides there 


are accounts on our books of long standing against subscribers thst 
ought to be settled. 


Receipts will appear in our next No. 
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Morat Insantry — Toe Casz oF Hoytineton, tHe Forczr. — 
This case has elicited, in New York, quite a large share of attention, 
om account of the plea of ‘* Moral Insanity’’ set up by the defend- 
st’s counsel. We confess we can see no more grounds for the im- 
portance thrown around this case, than for the diatribe between the 
london and Edinburgh folks, with reference to the manner in which 
Liston held the knife in performing the operation of Lithotomy. 
That there is such a thing as mora? insanity, nobody will doubt who 
has the merest smattering of medical information. No generation of 
reople, or perhaps no family has ever existed, but what furnished 
proof, more or less abundant, of the existence of such a condition , 
What means all the over-wrought fanaticism in political and religious 
natters, or the seeming uncontrollable tendency there is in many 
constitutions to commit crime, if the moral faculties are always in the 
normal condition ? 

That such a condition, however, should render the individual irre- 
sponsible to courts of justice for his acts, is quite another question, and 
we with which physicians have nothing directly todo. Physicians 
should speak their honest convictions with reference to every depar- 
ture, moral, intellectual or physical, from the physiological standard; 
and if moral insanity is made out, it belongs to the judiciary depart- 
ment to say whether acts committed under its influence should, or 
should not, subject the individual to punishment. We see, there- 
fore, no good reason for the ad captandum vulgus of some of the jour- 
nals with reference to the testimony of Profs. Parker and Gilman, in 
the Huntington case. These gentlemen testified to what they be- 
lieved to be the existence of such a state as moral insanity. 

One of the New York journals, after a lengthy editorial against 
the defense set up by the forger, and against the influences, particu- 
larly of the testimony of Profs. Parker and Gilman, quotes Dungleson 
in favor of dispensing with medical testimony in all cases of insanity, 
depending entirely upon what can be obtained from ‘‘fellow citizens,’ ’ 
arguing, that they are about as good judges of insanity as anybody. 

We would merely suggest to the Journal to look into its course a 
little more ; and see whether or no it can’t get along without ignoring 
one of the plainest and most useful maxims pertaining to society, to 
wit: “those that know the most, cetteris paribus, are the most competent 
Witnesses.”’? If Dr. Dunglison warranted any other view than this, in 
what he said ‘‘ twenty years ago,” all that we have to say is, “ Some- 
times even Homer nods.” 
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Tus Kane Osszquizs.—Dr. Kane died in Havanna, on the 164 
ult., and his remains in being conveyed to their ultimate regij i 
place (Philadelphia) passed through a portion of the Mississippi yy. a 

ley. The remains arrived here on the evening of the 7th, and wer 
placed in the Senate chamber, where they remained until the mon. oul 
ing of the 9th, when they were placed upon the cars, of the Centr! ie 
Ohio R. R. - 
On the morning of the 9th, inclement as it was, the people of om ing 





city turned out in great numbers to pay their tribute of respect 













































the remains, not of amilitary hero, an eminent civilian, or a master alt 
in some department of art; but to those of a modest, benevolent, en sus 
ergetic young man, who has made an effort, and not without sw. = 
cess, to extend the boundaries of science——to increase the knowl w 
edge of the present generation with reference to a portion of ow « 
earth. In this undertaking, without any earthly doubt, Dr. Kis @ F 
sacrificed his life. This truth is recognized by our people, ourm * 
tion, indeed by the world; and the circumstance has called forthin if 
every heart the profoundest sensation of sorrow. y 
In an interview with a brother of the deceased, we learned that v 
the disease of which the latter died, was Scurvey, contracted m t 
the late voyage. d 
i 





Travets or Dr. Livineston.—No little sensation has been createl 
in Great Britain by the return, lately, of Dr. Livingston from Souh 
Africa. Dr. L. has been absent seventeen years, exploring the wilis 
of this continent, and for sixteen years of that time he enjoyed 
no opportunity of conversing in his native language. We look for 
some contributions to science when the travels of this distinguished 
man are published—particularly with reference to the diseases of the 
negroes. 
























Marca No.—Our March No. is generally behind time. Thisis 
owing to a great press of duties at about this period. This ye 


they were increased upon us, and hence the late appearance of this 
No. 
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Strychnine, by Taos. W. Brapuay, of Holladay Cove, Va. 

Pror. Dawson: In the Nov. No. of the Journal, I see the ques- 
tion asked, “should Strychnine be used as a Medicine?”’? Now, with- 
out attempting to answer the question, I propose to give a part of 
the result of my observation, with the above named article. I had 
a case of Typhoid fever, well marked, the prominent symptoms be- 
ing @ confused feeling of the head, amounting to dull pain especially 
of the base and back part. Exercise (either mental or physical) 
almost impossible, universal soreness; secretions almost entirely 
suspended; pulse rather full, hard and frequent. The patient was a 
married lady, aged 34, formerly of good constitution. I bled her 
until some impression was made on the pulse; some few hours after, 
cupped the nape of the neck, which, to some extent, mitigated the 
prominent symptoms; the remainder of the treatment was such as is 
usual in such cases, until the fourth day, when sinking became man- 
ifest and the case treated accordingly, until paralysis threatened a 
speedy termination. The eye-lids, the right one soon became closed 
with the ability to raise the left one but partially; about this time 
the ability first to swallow, and soon after to speak was abolished, in 
short, it seemed that dissolution was now to close the scene. I had 
inthe meantime called in counsel, of course, and with concurrence 
of my friend Dr. Dungan, commenced giving strychnine, a tenth of 
agrain every three hours, in a few drops of water. This, you know, 
could be poured back on the tongue; after the fourth dose some 
twiching of the right eye-lid was manifest, soon after of the left, soon 
voluntary motion was made; the power to swallow and speak soon 
began to return, and in about forty-eight hours, all difficulty of that 
kind had passed away, and the patient regularly recovered under 
the use of the strychnine. 

It may be proper to state, that about the time the strychnine was 
commenced, a blister was applied to the nape of the neck, and right 
iliac region, also, that a wash made of beef-broth and alcohol, was 
regularly applied during the time that deglutetion was abolished. 

Now, it seems to me, that people in such cases sometimes die of 
paralysis, and that the cause of the paralysis may be transient, (like 
the cause of death in poisoning by opium,) and that strychnia in 
the former, (like artificial inflation in the latter) may, sometimes 
save life; to this conclusion, my observation in this and a few other 
tases has forced me. 
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Wasuineron, D. C., Feb. 9th, 1857, 

Duar Da:—I have not had sufficient time to devote to general 
Medical topics since I came here, to give me the necessary knoyl- 
edge of men and things, in that especial field, which would allow m 
to comply with your request—that is to give an excerpta, etc., ete, 
But knowing your wish to spread before your readers anything of 
real importance to the profession, and through its members, to the 
world at large, I will send you a familiar letter on Cholera inves- 
tigations. 

Since my appointment by the American Medical Association, as 
committee on the Etiology and Patheology of Epidemic Cholera, | 
have spent much time in trying to ebtain Meteorological statistics, 
embracing every department of the science, and extending through 
as long a period as possible. But I find that no hygrometrical data 
have been published in this country, with the exception of a few 
which have been circumscribed in extent of time and territory. 

Since I came here this winter, I have been examining unpublish- 
ed data, and more recently the London “Appendix to the report of 
the committee for scientific inquiries in relation to the cholera epi- 
demic of 1854.’’ ‘Presented to both Houses of Parliament, by her 
Majesty’s command.” In this report is embraced ayreport upon the 
Meteorology of London, in relation to the cholera epidemic of 1855, 
1854; and many Microscopical and Chemical reports, and obsern- 
tions on the water used by the inhabitants of the city, etc., etc., “too 
numerous to mention”’ in a letter of this kind. 

The various reports embraced in this report, are however, cot 
fined to the city of London, with an exception in relation to a micn- 
scopical examination of waters in a few other places, and temper 
ture, &c., in a few other places, mostly suburban districts. The read- 
ings of the Barometer for February, March and April, 1854, were 
above the average mean for the thirteen years before—thus: + 0. 
272. +- O. 403.-+- 0. 266. The reading for February was grealet 
than for any February of the series excepting, 1849. For July, Av 
gust, September, October and November, the readings were respect 
ively + 0. 017. + O: 104. + 0. 199. + 0.058. + 0. 003, show 
ing plus means in the above eight months. The mean reading for 
the year 1854 was 30.021, being an excess of the average by 0. 082. 
Yet in speaking of temperature, the report says: 

‘The mean yearly temperature for the 13 years ending 1853, 
was 49.4° and 1854, 49.0°, The investigation of the mean temper 
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ature of the several Metropolitan districts, exhibit up to this point 
yery little variation of temperature as compared with each other, and 
we may fairly come to the conclusion, that the actual temperature of 
the air has exercised no very decided influence over the disease.’’ 

I will show some of the estimates of temperature hereafter, which 
yill show how fairly in some respects this conclusion is drawn. I 
do not think we can gain a knowledge of the effect of temperature 
in developing or spreading disease by studying yearly, or monthly 
reviews, nor even by comparing daily means, because a day may be 
excessively warm and counterbalanced by a very cold night. Soan 
excessively hot summery may be counterbalanced by a very cold 
winter, and the average mean would be no greater than a mildsum- 
mer and winter of some other year. The degree of humidity with 
ahigh temperature probably has more to do with disease than a 
higher temperature under opposite circumstances. 

The day temperature of the city of London, was proven to be be- 
low that of the surrounding districts, and the report says, ‘‘nor is 
this remarkable, the sun’s rays having first to penetrate the thick 
atmosphere which generally overhangs all large towns and cities, 
but more particularly London, and for this reason the duration of 
high day temperature is shorter than in the country.” Now 
ulthough the high day temperature is shorter, may not a portion of 
that day be very warm? For instance, if the six o’clock and nine 
o'clock, A. M. observations be low, from the fact that the sum has 
not penetrated the misty pall, may not the 12 M. or 3 P. M. obser- 
vation be high, and yet the daily temperature be found below the 
suburban districts? The night temperature of London was proven 
to be higher than in the surrounding districts, the daily range being 
from two to three degrees less than in the surrounding country. 
“The periods when the greatest excess of night temperature occur- 
red, were from August 20th, to September 14th, and from Septem- 
ber 26th to October 4th. These periods were distinguished by a 
stagnant atmosphere with prevalence of haze and frequent fog, the 
mean excess in the former period was 7 deg., in the latter 6.7°.” 

The difference found in the range of the temperature in the cen- 
tral and suburban districts can also be—at least partially—account- 
ed for by noticing the condition of the Thames at that time. It was 
receiving the entire sewerage-filth of that vast city, and at the same 
time in a half simmering condition, as is proven by the following 
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quotation in which the river temperature is compared with the tem. 
perature of the air: 

‘The exeess is O. 5 deg. in Feb., increasing to 4.3 deg. in June, 
decreasing to 3.1 deg. in July; continuing about this value till Sep 
tember; is 1.4 deg. in October and less than O. 5 deg. in the remain. 
ing two months.’’ This shows the temperature of the water to have 
been greater than the air during every month of the year, excepting 
January. And when we consider it was little better than a recepta- 
cle for the filth of the city—although used as the source of supply of 
water for the city’s inhabitants, we cannot wonder that the ther. 
mal range was less in the city than out of it. 

From the 15th of August to the 12th of September—twenty-eight 
nights—the average excess of the ‘river temperature over the tem- 
perature of the air, was 16.3 deg., and from Sept. 20th to Oct. 4th 
16.5deg. During this time, the Thames must have been giving of 
vapour from its surface, in vast quantities, as is certainly proven to 
be the case when the erial temperature is in excess, and the temper 
ature of the water 164 degrees above, for weeks together. We 
would expect reasoning a priori that disease would be increased, 
when, under such circumstances, an epidemic was raging. And the 
proof stands thus, during July there were 308 deaths from cholera, 
August 3,513, September 6,084, and in Oct. but 823. On the 5th 
of Oct. there were sixty deaths, on the 6th, 41, with a pretty regu- 
lar decrease to the 31st, when there were none. Now compare some 
days of September. The greatest mortality was on the second day 
of September, when 459 died, the number having arisen from 137 
on the 29th of August, each day, as follows:—30th, 187; 31st, 211; 
Sept. 1st, 389; Sept. 2d, 459; Sept. 3d, decreased to 329; 4th, 305. 
The pressure of the atmosphere was shown to be more continuously 
great during the worst period of the disease, than at any other 
time.” . The readings of the Barometer reached 30} inches on three 
different days between August 25th and Sept. 10th, and during the 
week ending Sept. 9th, there were 1869 deaths from cholera, the 
highest weekly mortality during its visitation; higher by 223 than 
any other week; and the only weeks which were anything near these 
figures, was the one immediately prior to this one, and the one im- 

mediately following it. 

During the last five days of August and the first twenty-three of 
Sept., six thousand two hundred and twenty-four fell victims to the 

disease; while during the six months in which the disease prevailed, 
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commencing July Ist, four thousand five hundred and sixty-one 
others died; showing that nearly fifty per cent. more died during the 
last week of August, and the first three of Sept., than during the 
entire period beside, and during this time the pressure of the atmos- 
phere was proved to be greater than at any other time during the 

riod examined. Even the report says, ‘within these periods the 
whole area of the Thames must have been giving off incessant and 
yast volumes of vapor which, unsustained by air, because of the 
great difference of temperature, hovered over the city, thickening the 
atmosphere and exercising an influence most inimical to the health 
of the Metropolis. It would seem that temperature and other erial 
conditions must have had something to do with this effect. During 
the year 1854 the mean weight of a cubic foot of air, was from one 
to five grains more druse than the average of years, excepting Jan- 
uary and December. 

From the 19th of August until Oct. 11th, the temperature of the 
atmosphere was in excess at an average of 2.6 degrees daily, and 
the greatest excess occurred during the week ending Sept. 2d, when 
the average was 6.25 deg. It will be recollected that Sept. 2d was 
the day of greatest mortality, and if the temperature, pressure, etc., 
had nothing to do with the mortality, the coincidence is worthy of 
notice. 

When we consider that an excess of atmospheric temperature 
reaches 6} degrees for many days together, and a pool or stream of 
water with a broad evaporating surface is 16.5 degrees warmer than 
this same atmosphere, making the water 22.75 degrees hotter for 
weeks, than the ordinary temperature of the atmosphere, and I think 
we can fairly presume a most moist and high temperature, whose 
effects cannot be anything but the most debilitating, thereby prepa- 
ring the people for the very great increased amount of deaths which 
were recorded during that very time. There is very much in the 
report worthy of the most critical examination, and comparison with 
other localities. But to be able to compare statistics of much of our 
country—they have yet to be kept—it is true we can obtain partial 
data for several localities in the U. S., but there have been none 
made over an extrusive surface, and for a long period of time, i. e., 
none embracing full statistics of Meteorological Science. Itis now 
hoped that a most exact set of observations will be made, embracing 
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every department of Meteorology by the combined efforts of the Sur. 
geen General and the Smithsonian Institution. 

If the Army observations can combine Barometry, Hygrometry, 
etc., with the data now collecting, the observations, will evidentlybe 
of much more value than those obtained by casual observers. But] 
do not think we can gather anything near the same information from 
monthly and yearly means, that we could from the daily conditions, 
etc., etc., nor can we depend as much upon observations made but 
three or four times during the twenty-four hours, as we could upon 
hourly observations. 

I am, dear sir, respectfully, 
T. WINSLOW GORDON. 

Jxo. Dawson, M. D., 

Anat. Et. Phys. Prof. Starling Med. Col. 
Columbus, Ohio. 


Fatat Mistaxes py Apotaxoartss..—The late melancholy results 
of ignorance in the sale of poisonous drugs and mixtures, in lieu of 
the prescriptions ordered by physicians, by incompetent persom 
having been placed in charge of apothecaries’ shops, have created 
@ profound impression upon the public mind. By a druggist in Phil- 
adelphia the black drop has been substituted black draught, with a 
fatal result; and the cyanide of potash having been sent by another 
in Baltimore instead of the chloride of potash, as the newspaperstel 
us, resulted in the death of both the patient and the apothecary, and 
had well nigh proved fatal to the doctor, the two latter having most 
unprofessionally tried the experiment on themselves, by tasting the 
mixture, after the prussic acid had been developed. We look to the 
Journal of Pharmacy and the Druggists’ Circular for the facts of 
these cases, and to the Colleges of Pharmacy to prevent the repe- 
tition of these mischiefs, by invoking a legislative remedy.—Medical 
Gazette. 


We understand that Professor E. R. Peaslee, of the New 
York Medical College, has in press a new work on Physiology, 
a topic to which he has devoted the best years of his life as 4 
teacher, and in which capacity he is known to excel. The book 
will be forthcoming in April of the present year.—J6. 
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Dr. Vatentivz Morr, as will be seen by our notice elsewhere, 
bas been again elevated to the Presidency of the New York Acade- 
my of Medicine. This is an expression of the high estimate of the 
profession at home, which has been so often manifested towards this 
“Napoleon of Surgery,” as he has been so often called. It now 
only remains that the New York University should place this vete- 
ran American at its head, a position from which he has been most 
unrighteously supplanted ; and that the American Medical Associa- 
tion should honor itself by his early elevation to their Presidency, 
that he may wear all the honors he has won by his brilliant career 
of science and skill in surgery, before he dies. At present he is in 
full health and spirits, and in proof that his eye has not grown dim, 
nor his natural strength abated by his advancing age, he has recently 
tied the common carotid artery for the forty-fourth time, and is daily 
occupied in the busy scenes of actual practice, and teaching surgery 
with as much enthusiasm as ever. His reception at the Academy 
must have been grateful to his feelings, and in assuming the chair 
so gracefully, after along absence, he was welcomed with hearty 
acclaim. We have little doubt that, during his Presidency, he will, 
as formerly, rebuke the indolence of his juniors, by his industry in 
producing papers for the Committee of Publication, and by his exam- 
ple provoke them to duty and good works.—J2. 


Scarier Fryer anp Mzasizs.— Our confrere of the Nashville 
Medical Journal offers, as an argumentum ad hominum, in favor of the 
contagiousness of these maladies, certain instances of their epidemic 
prevalence, which to superficial thinkers will doubtless be regarded 
as conclusive. Cause and causation, coincidences, the post hoc and 
propter hoc, must be discriminated with more care and accuracy, be- 
fore such wholesale axioms can be recognized in medical logic. 

Suppose it is conceded that a hundred or one fourth of a medical 
class, are all simultaneously attacked with measles, after one of their 
number has had the measles fever, and ventured into the class room? 
What then? Does it follow that they all reeeived the infection from 
the solitary case of measles fever, and this before the eruption, and 
when no exhalation or effluvium was possible. 

We confess that such a proportion of adults, 25 per cent., who had 
hitherto escaped measles, is a greater miracle than the proof that a 
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broken leg was catching, and that the class took it by sympathy or 
absorption. But we have known a similar sudden development of 
ague and fever to scores and hundreds occupying the same locality, 
when some one of them had it first ; but we never suspected conta- 
gion, but only an endemic or epidemic atmosphere. The same cause 
which produced measles in the case named, if atmospheric, acted on 
all the class, and those who were predisposed or had hitherto escaped 
took the disease, not from the first case, but from the same cause 
which gave it tohim. This is not transcendentalism, but common 
sense, and applies with equal force to the scarlet fever in the instance 
cited. Nor can any instance be named, which will not find a paral- 


lel in intermittent fever, proving contagion in this as conclusivély as 
in the other cases.—Jb. 


Drs. Cranz anv Dvusors, who perished at their post of duty on 
Long Island, while toiling in professional conflict with the Yellow 
Fever during the last summer, are gratefully remembered by the 
people of Brooklyn, and a public meeting has been called, head- 
ed by her most eminent citizens, with a view of giving some tan- 
gible and permanent evidence of respect to their memories, and 
active spmpathy with their surviving families. We rejoice in this 
movement, and especially to observe that several of the promin- 
ent physicians of Brooklyn have signed the cal]. Something no- 
ble and praiseworthy will doubtless be the result.—J. 


The rival Michigan publications, viz:, the Peninsular Journal 
of Medicine and the Medical Independent, both issued at Detroit, 
are engaged in an unseemly and unnatural war, which wé take 
it upon ourselves to say is discreditable to the profession, and 
for the sake of both parties should speedily come to a “dead 
halt.” Let our editorial brethren “bury the hatchet,”’ i. e., “sponge 
ovt and begin again.”” We command the peace. This is a ver- 
million edict.—J0d. 


Dr. William Darling, formerly of New York city, has been 
admitted a member of the Royal College of Surgeons, in Lon- 
don. 





ADVERTISING SHEET. 
MEDICAL COLLEGE OF OHIO, (CINCINNATI.) 





THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION. 


The thirty-eighth Regular Course of Lectures in this Institution, 
will commence on the first Monday in March, 1857, and continue 
four months. 

FACULTY: 

L. M. LAWSON, M. D., Prof. of Theory and Practice of Medi- 
cine. 

GEO. C. BLACKMAN, M. D., Professor of Principles and Prac- 
tice of Surgery and Chemical Surgery. 

THOMAS WOOD, M. D., Prof. of Anatomy. 

N. T. MARSHALL, M. D., Prof. of Obstet ics and Diseases of Wo- 
men and Children. 

JAMES GRAHAM, M. D., Prof. of MeteriacMedica and Thera- 

eutics, 

JOHN H. TATE, M. D., Prof. of Physiology,Hygiene and Medi- 
cal Jurisprudence. 

JOHN A. WARDEN, M. D., Prof. of Chemistry and Taxicology. 

E.S. WAYNE, Lecturer on Practical Pharmacy. 

§. G. ARMOR, M. D. Prof. of Pathology and Chemical Medicine. 


R. S. REA, M.D., ADOLPHUS STEFFINS, 
Demonstrator of Anatomy. Junctor. 


CHEMICAL LECTURES. 
Svurcrrny—PROF. BLACKMAN. 
Mzpictiro—PROF. ARMOR, LAWSON AND GRAHAM. 


Full Course... secccccccceccccccces 
Matriculation, (paid once only,).... 
Dissecting Ticket.......... 

Hospital Ticket.........0 
Graduation Fee..... 


coc cccrceccccccccsseccscccscccss 26 OO 
The public commencement for conferring Degrees will take place 
immediately after the close of the Session. 

The Faculty intend to make this course largely clinical and de- 
monstrative, with this view, the Lectures on the Practiee of Medi- 
tine and Surgery, will be delivered at the Commercial Hospital. The 
Anatomical Department will be fully supplied with material. The 
College edifice is large and well ventilated, and every comfort and 
convenience will be extended to the Class. 

For further information call at the College on Sixth Street, between 
Vine and Race, or address JAMES GRAHAM, M. D., 

janéma Dean. 


A PHYSICIAN.—Wishing to close up an established pracice of 
many years standing, in one of the most beautiful villages in 
Southern Ohio, will relinquish his situation in favor of a first rate 
Physician, who will purchase a desirable residence at cash value, 
Educational, Religious and Social advantages are of the first order. 


Please address “Editors of Medical Observer,’’ Cincinnati, Ohio. 
janéma 
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DR. WM. BUNCE’S ADJUSTING SPLINT, 


D* WILLIAM BUNCE would say to the Medical profession 
that he has invented an Adjusting Splint, which he believes for 
simplicity and utility in the treatment of the different fractures and 
dislocations, to be a decided improvement on any other instrument 
now in use ; and the low price at which they are afforded, he hopes 
will place them in the hands of every practicing physician and sur. 
geon, who may need to have a reliable apparatus on hand for such 
emergencies. 

The following named gentlemen have examined the instrument, 
and their opinion is as follows : 





Cotumsus, Ohio, Feb. 17, 1867, 

I have examined the apparatus of Doctor William Bunce. Itis 
a combination of Adjustor and Splint, and well adapted to met the 
indications for which itis designed. It is really an improvement on 
most if not all such instruments. By the Adjustor, dislocations as 
well as fractures may be controlled, while by the splints, all the ad- 
vantages may be obtained without many of the inconviencies inci- 
dent to most of those in use. 

This apparatus therefore deserves the attention of physicians and 
surgeons, being from its price accessible to all, and in my judgment 
being an improvement on things of the kind now in use. 

DR. JOHN DAWSON, 
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, Starling Medical College. 


CLEVELAND, Jan. 17, 1857. 


I have examined Dr. Bunce’s Adjustor, and find it a capital in- 
strument to bring about perfect coaptation of the fragments in case 
of fracture. 

It seems to me also well adapted to exercise extention and cou- 
ter-extention in case of dislocations, having the advantage over any 
other instrument, by allowing manipulations of the limb during 
extension. 

I cheerfully can recommend the instrument of Dr. Bunce to my 
professional brethren in the country who need to have a reliable ap- 
paratus on hand for such emergencies. 

DR. GUSTAY. C. E. WEBER, 


Professor of Surgery in Cleveland Medical College. 


I fully concur with Professor Weber in relation to Doctor Bunce’s 
Adjusting Splint. 
PROCTOR THAYER, M. D., 
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, Cleveland Medical College. 
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STARLING MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
Cotumsvs, Feb. 17, 1ss7t 





To whom this may concern. 

I have made an examination of the improved Adjusting Splint of 
Doctor Wm. Bunce. It seems to me to have some good points. By 
the splint, the usual advantages of the common long splint are at- 
tained with the additional advantage that the necessity of keeping 
the limb and anxle joints rigidly flexed in a given position is obvi- 
ated without the necessity of undressing. 

The Adjustor seems simple and certainly gives promise of bein 
effective. DR. J. W. HAMILTON, 

Professor of Surgery. 


The price of the Instrument is from $15 to $20. Allorders ad» 
dressed to Dr. William Bunce, at Sullivant, Ashland County, Ohio, 
vill receive prompt attention. 





Odeon Bookstore. 
S. H. BURR & CO., 


No. 1, Odeon Building, opposite the State House, 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


GENERAL DEALERS IN 
Medical, Miscellaneous, Theological, Sunday School, Classical, 
and School Books, Blank Books, and Stationery, 
Writing Paper, Wall and Window Paper, 
Window Shades and Pictures, 
Fancy Goods, &ec., &e. 

The attention of Physicians and Students is particularly invited to their 
extensive stock of “‘ MEDICAL BOOKS,” consisting in part of the following 
valuable and well known works: 

Wood’s Practice ; Wood’s and Bache’s U. States Dispensatory, new edition ; 
Pereira’s Materia Medica, new edition ; Maclise’s Surgical Anatomy ; Watson’s 
Practice; Druitt’s, Miller’s, Fergusson’s, and Erichsen’s Surgical Works; 
Beach’s Ramsbotham’s Meigs’ and Churchill’s Midwifery ; Harris’ Dental 
Works; Carpenter’s Principles of Human Physiology; Dunglison’s Dic- 
tionary, &c. ; Horner’s Special pry re, heay Histology ; Wilson’s Anatomy ; 
Condie on Children ; Lawrence on the Hye, &c., &c. 


The liberal discount of 20 per cent. from publisher’s prices allowed to the 
profession. 


Physicians abroad favoring us with orders may depend upon having them 
promptly and faithfully attended to. 
S. H. BURR & CO., 


8 Doors South of the Neil House, 


NOTICE TO PHYSICIANS. 


PHYSICIAN AT YELLOW SPRINGS, GREENE COUNTY, 

Ohio, wishes to dispose of his property, consisting of a Brick 
Dwelling, Office, Frame Stable, &c., all in good repair: He wishes 
to retire from business, and in doing so will give to a purchaser the 
advantage of a large practice, in one of the most pleasant localities 
in the State. 


Address E. THORN, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 








ADVERTISING SHEET. 





SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
BY K. KLOTT. 


BETWEEN RICH AND FRIEND STS., WEST SIDE, 


COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


Mr. Kuorr, who has been for a long time in the employment of 
Geo. Tieman, of New York, has opened a new establishment for the 
manufacture and sale of all kinds of Surgical and Dental Instn. 
ments of the finest quality, which he proposes to sell on the most 
reasonable terms. 


He keeps constantly on hand a great variety of instrument, 
which he invites physicians, surgeons and dentists to call and exam- 
ine before purchasing elsewhere. He hopes, and is determined 
furnish the western profession with as good a quality of instrument 
as can be found in our largest cities. 


Az Orders from abroad promptly attended to. 


From an acquaintance with Mr. Klott, and an examination of his 
instruments, I feel fully justified, and indeed I take pleasure, in rep. 
ommending them in the highest terms. I have had ample opportu 
nities to test the instruments of many of the most celebrated mam- 
facturers of the world, and I have no hesitation in saying that for 
beauty of finish and fineness of steel and temper, they are not er 
celled by any I have ever seen. They are equal to Tieman’sor 
Schively’s best. J. DAWSON, 





N. B. MARPLE, M. D., 
APOTHECARY AND DRUGGIST, 
(City Bank Building) 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
Successor to R. P. Little. 

Wit wholesale and retail Medicines, Chemicals, Drugs, Surgical 
and Dental Instruments, Paints, &c., &c., at exceedingly low prices 
His assortment includes every article usually kept by Druggists; 
he is daily receiving his stock, he can present many inducements t 
physicians and druggists in this and adjoining towns, if they will 
sey favor him with a call. 

. Having enjoyed many years’ experience in compounding medicine, 
he will promptly and very carefully fill Physicians’ prescriptions, and 
to this branch of business he will give special attention, as he 1 
gards it of the highest importance. None but the best medicines 
will be used for this purpose, and he will strictly observe chemi 

principles in their combination. As he purposes devoting his time 
ent,rely to the occupation of a druggist, he solicits the patronage 
me'dical men and the public generally. [ Jan. 1853. 





